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ſhipfulf and religtous, Sir /ames Ha- 


rington, Sir William Dier, Sir Wilham Fairut, 
| 9 Sir Edward Harington, Sit Thomas Fulgeam, Knights, 
| and their vertuous Ladies, grace, mercie, and 
peace from God the F ather through Izxsvs 
CunR1sTtheſonne of the Father, 
in truth and loue. 


$9 Ight Worſhipfull,and dearely be- 
DA loued inthe Lord, whom I loye 
i, allo inthe truth ; and not I onely, 
VWYLE but they that haue knowen the 
V; 8 9 truth, for the truths ſake which 
a \&\ dwellcth in vs, which is profeſſed 
r—> > 41nd maintained of you, and ſhall 
abide with and preſerue vs for ener. Bleſſed be God, 


; Z 4 = 
S | e-- a 
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reucaled his ſonne vnto you, and hath giuen you a 

| large heart towards his Saints,that your delight 1s the 
? . Law of the Lord, and your affeftions areto the ex- 
| : cellent that are on carth, to conſider wiſely of the 
| - cauſeoftheafflited, and to miniſter comfort to the 
+ =, diſtreſſed ſoule. And bleſſed bethe name of his Ma- 
4 © leftieforener, whohathreſpe&ed the bale eſtare of 
z= his ſeruant; and made mee a witneſſe both of your 

*« lonevnto his word, and his afflited,. members. In 

a 2 COnt- 


CD OLIN _ 


AQ.i,7, 


T he Epiitle Dedicatories. 


conſideration whereof, as I can doe no more then te- 
ſtifie my thankfulneſſe vnto our gracious God, for his 
mercies beſtowed on mce, not only in delivering mee 
from a moſt deſperate {ickneſſe, but in caſting mee 
graciouſly on ſuch feeling members, who miniſtred 
loabundantly cowards my recouerie : ſo I muſt doe 
no lefſe then to doe my vtmoſt indeuour,that the me= 
moriall of the iuſt may line for ever, and their righte- 
ouineſſe may be had 1n euerlaſting remembrance, to 
their more comfortable aſſurance that their reward 1s 


with God ; when all will-worſhip and oy 


of merit ſhall be confounded: and to the prouocati 

of the Saints in theſe daics, wherein charity is growen 
cold, thar they bee not weary of well-doing, as being 
aſſured that in due time they ſhall reape, it they faint 
not. And the rather doe I finde my ſelfe obliged ar 
this time to this Chriſtian dutie, becauſe the Lord ha- 
uing inabled mee in my great weakneſſe to beſtow a 
{pirituall gifrypon the moſt of your worſhips, being 
graciouſly by Gods holy hand brought together to 
{ich good cnds : it picaled his good Maieſtie, foto af- 
te&t your hearts with that heauenly treaſure, as not 
only to hearken with all reuerence and attention vn- 
tothe wholeſome word of life, but for the further e- 
ſtabliſhing of your indgements, and triail of your 
hearts thereby, that it might appcare your holy pur- 
poſe was to cleaue vnto the Lord inthe obedience of 
his word : our gracious God, inthe riches of his mer- 
cic, inclin'd ſome of your hearts (I doubt nor, for the 
behoofe of all) to deſire a briefe of what had beene 
publikely taught, thereby to trie the ſpirits with the 
men of B-zea, and foto hold the truth in conſtancie 
of wei-doing. And could I doe better then, accor- 


ding 


T he Epiitle DelicatorieS; 
ding to my poore ſtrength and memorie, then to 
leaue ſuch generall and ſhort notes with you, which 
might in ſome ſorcteſtifie my deſire to build you for- 
ward in Chriſt Ieſus, howſoeuer they could nor fatiſ- 
ficyourdeſires for the full reſolning of your conſci- 
ences in ſo principall and profitable a point as is the 
trialland recoueric of our firit loue? 

And ought I not then to indenour the further kin- 
dling of ſuch ſmoaking flax, ſuch holy and gracious 
deſires ? May I not iuſtly take occaſion in paying a 
debtvntoyou, to make the Church of God become 
my debtor for this paines, now publiſhed for the ge- 
nerall good, and fo ingage my ſelfe in a further and 
more generall debt ; both of praier, that the Lord 
would giuea bleſsing to theſe poore labours ; and of 
further paines, as God ſhall miniſter healrh,occalton, 
and libertie ? And ſhallnot the Saints alſo become 
debtors vnto you, by whoſe holy delires it 1s, that 
they now alſo hauethis glafſe, to diſcerne arighr their 
cſtare in grace, to recouer their decaies, and grow to 
perfetion ? And is notthe Lord indebted vnto vs all, 
to crowne his owne graces,and recompence the faith- 


. full itmploiment of hisralents? And hath not ourglo- Marr.25.28.:5 
rious God thus brought light out of darknefſe? Will z.Cor12.8, 


he not perfe& his powcr in weakneſle, and witdome 


in humane infirmitie ? Shall not rhe dead men live? xc, .s. 
Shall not they awake and {ing, which hauc ate inthe zacb.z. 


duſt, yea in the ſhadow of death, yea haue beenecuen. 
{wallowed vp of the nethermoſt hell ? Shall not the. 
brand be pluckt out of the fire, and the prey out of 
the teeth ? Thatthe glory may bevnto our God, and 


not vnto men. Behold(faith 7acob)I had not thought Efay 49. 
to haue ſcene thy face ; and yer the Lord hath ler mee Genel.48.nn.. 


a 3 live 


T he Epiitle Dedicatorie >. 
live to ſee thy ſeed. This is the Lords doing, and ir 
is maruellous in our ejes. Accept therefore (right 
worſhipfull) ſome fruit of your deiires, and euidence 
of Gods power inthis weakneſſe ot his ſeruant:which 
the more it appeares, let our God the more haue the 
only glory both of your deſires and my indeuours, in 
ble(sing both with conſcionable praiſe in this life, 
and crowningalſo both with competent perfe&tion 
and glory in the life to come. This is the fruit of our 
labours; and for this, is, and ſhall bee, the ſcope and 
ſ1mme of my praiers vnto our God for you, that ac- 
cording to his promiſe he would make you perfeC& in 
euery good worke, to doe his will on carth, that his 
will may be done on you for euer in heauen; to raigne 

with Ieſus Chriſt in that glory , which never fa- 
deth. And ſoI humbly take my leaue. From 
my poore houſe at CoveN- 
TRY, this 10. of Apr, 
I610, 


Your Worſhips moſt bounden, 


for ener in Teſus Chriſt, 


THOMAS COOPER. 


WISDOME TO DISCERNEHIS E- 
| ſatearight, and grace togrow for- 
, ward to pcrfection. 


A Elouedin the Lord Teſus, it is a moſt dan- 
W1 gerous, and yet veryealie andplauſible 

pj deluſion, to concelt vnto our ſelues an 

| | bY eſtate in grace, when as yet wee remaine 
Be UI?) the bond-ſlanes of Satan. Andit is a very 

# E. difficult, and yet moſt neceſlarie iriall, to dicerne our 
JH conſtant abiding and proceeding in this eſtate of grace. 
-Y For (to paſſe by thoſe who make a mocke of connerſion, as 
-F . being a touch of noneltie, a brand of inconſtancie and impu- 
G | tation of hypocriſi:) who is there almoſt that flatters not 

on kimſelfe tobe in the fauour of God, and ſo intereſſed in his 
| grace ? And hath henot many ſuch pretences and colours 
heereunto, which may ſo abaſe his indgement, that hee may 
thinke himſelfe ro be ſomewhat, when he 1s nothing ; Galar.s.s, 
and ſo refuſing to be found in Chriſt, by being loſt and emp- 4 

tied in himſelfe, thereby b:come worſe then nothing ? Bet- 
4 ter neuer to haue beene borne, then ſo to bee deceined. Oh 
how the wiſdome of the fleſh prooues here enmitie againſt 
God ! T5 not this the iudgement vpon the world, that they roms. z. 
which ſee not, might ſee ; and thatthey which ſee lohn 9.43. 
x might be made blinde ? Confider firſt, 7 pray you, how 2<<*fions to 


conceiue a 


nature occaſions this deceit. Is any diſpoſed leſſe ewilly by falſe conver. 


1* ' thebenefitof his complexion ? 1s any conſtrained from #190 
þ f f pl adn. yt 7 a 1.Comple xion, 


fpr t. 


2. N:turerim. ſome at of cxil by natures impotencie auddeformity? 
prrencie, 


Behold, cuen theſe to the natural man prooue very dange- 
rous ſtumbling blockes, zo rej in nature, 25 a/Foording 
ſome ſhew of good, mare then is in others of an harder con- 
ſtitution, as breaking out leſſe into groſſe euils, then ſuch, 
ho by natures abilitie are more prone and prouoked there- 
to. And is it not eſteemed a affcien meaſure of goodnes, 
zo bee lefſe euill then others, howſoeuer the deſire and foun- 
taine of corruption be the ſame in all ? Is not the ſeeming 
good which by natures benefit ſhewes forth in the world, ac- 
counted currant holineſſe, and thereby excludeth the true 
power of well-doin 


? 
2. Education, Eſpecially if to his ſhew of natures righteouſneſſe Edu- 


cationbe adtoined, whereby the minde being informed in 
knowledge, and reſtrained by ciuilitie, natures enill is 
heereby more kept vnaer, and it ſeeming good ſet out more 
ſateable and beautions to theſiniſter indgement : howſoener 
now nature hath gained no ofher then a weapon of vnrigh- 
reouſneſſe, to commt ſinne more dangerouſly, by how much 


' it rs 1nabled to couchit more cloſ#ly,and ſmooth it more cun- 


mungly ; yet this with the world paſſeth for a currant con- 
aerſion, eſpecially if ſome ſuch change now appeare in the 
outward man, whereby wee may either differ from the ru- 
ſticitie and groſſe abuſes of our parents, or differ from the 
barbarous and deſperate ſprouts of our childhood, and vn- 
tamed youth. 


a. Reflrainins Andif now the Lord ſhall giue the wicked their defire, in 


affording them ſo farre the wſe of his ſpirit, as toreſtraine 
yet more inward corruption by it power and terrour, that 
fo they may be fitter for ſuch outward proſperitie as they 
haue eſpecially made choice of in this life, and fo renounced 
their _ in heauen, and withall may frame better to ſo- 
cictie, both of the good, to whom now they ſhall —_— 

rt, 


LIMI 


TO THE READER, 
hart, 45 alſo of the euill, whom by this meanes they may 
prouoke to good ; that ſo Gods gouernment of the world may 
be more beautifull and glorious and his will more iuſtifiably 
_——_— 1m the eleff and reprobate.1s not this reſtraint 
apprehended, as a great conqueſt ouer corruption ; and ſo 4 
conuerſion hence vainly concluded; ſeeing theinward hart ts 
no whit renued,but only the corruption reſtrained from the 
outward act?nay,is not corruption more inraged inward- 
ly,the more it is outwardly bridled &> ſmothered?and ſo ſm 
made out of meaſure finfull : as being more incxcuſable, Rom.7: 
the more it is curbed: as breaking out more deſperately, Note, 
when the bridle is reiected: as ripening more dangerouſly, 
the more it boileth within : and ſo ſealing vp vengeance 
more certainly, yea more teartully haſtning zt, as procee- 
ding to deſpight the ſpirit of grace. Heb.r0.27;28, 
emmd os _ the Lord beſtow on the wicked many s.Spivie of ills- 


excellent graces of his ſpirit jnabling them to teach others, jog 


to doe wondrous things, _ them ſo farrein the 
ſhew of holineſſe, as that they ſhall ſeeme for a time to out- 
ſtrip the ſincere profeſſor ? May they not teach other, 
and yet themſelues bereie&ed ? May they not doe miracles, 1.Cor.g; 
and yet heare, I know you not ? Shallnotthe candle of lob 10. 


Gal.6.10, 


the hypocrite be put out ? Doth not this faire ſhew in P30 G 


the fleth deceiue, ayd proouedeceiued ? | 

What ſhould I tell you of that change that is wrought by 6. 4ffi iow, 
affiitions ? Willnot the wicked in their troubles ſeeke the - | 
Lord dilizently ? Muſt not the wileſt forbeare when they 
cannot otherwiſe chuſe ? And is it any maſterie, not tore- 
#enge, when power is not in our hands ? IWillnot the ſwine 
that is now cleanſed, returne to the mire avaine ? T5 it cha- 
ritie then to forgiue the world, when we ſee notimeleft for pral.z8. 
execution of malice ? 1s it patience, to forbeare when wee Pun. 
can neither will or chuſe ? Is it obedience, to tremble yr 

4 er 
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der the whip ? to feare God only for his iuftice, and not to 
loue himfor his mercie ? 


7. Proſperitie. Oh but wee are deliuered out of trouble, and reflored to 


ercat happineſle. Behold, wee are bleſſed-on the earth : 
and are not we then truly bleſſed ? 1s not this a marke of ho- 
lineſſe, to be proſperous in the world ? Would God bleſſe our 
labours, if we aid not ſerue hixs ? M ay not this change from 
affliction to proſperitte be a certaine enidence of an inw ard 
change, from worſe to better, and ſo prooue vnto the fleſh 
4 conceit of conuerſion ? | 
Surely, if the world bee Indge, the caſe is quickly ruled. 
hots the good man, but the rich- man ? Either his riches 
ſhall be the cloke to hide his faults by greatneſſe, briberic, 
comming packing friendſhip,ec. or his ewill by the flatte- 
rie A the world ſhall be accounted good : hee will not doe ſo 
for his credit : he needs not ſteale,oppreſſe : he hath where- 
withall : his conetouſneſſets thrift ; his pride, cleanlineſſe 
bis prodigatitie, bountie ; his looſeneſſe, hbertie and prero- 
gatine. Hath kce not power of allin his hands ? And may 
he not doe what he liſt ? 1s not his luſt a law, his example a 
rule 2nd warrant ? Hefearesno trouble ; therefore hee de- 
ſerues none. Who can ſay, Blacke is his ele ? becauſe, who 
dares ſay ſo ? Nay, who will not ſay, blacke is white, if it 
may pleaſe him? T hus proſperitie makes a congert, if the 
world may gine in euidence. 


$.Cuil calling, Eſpecially if our fulneſſe in the world be graced with ſome 


ciuill calling, whereby wee are honoured of the people, and 
taken vp with imaplotments ; is not idlenefſe now muchpre- 
wented, and ſo ſuch finnes as doe accompanie the ſame? 
Doth not credit now reſtraine, where conſcience carr- 
not ? Is there not now acloake for finne, and countenance 
for iniquitie ? What defenſes fathered hence for neglect of 
ſpirituall duties? What opportunity offered, to — 
1013 


F , 


fion and deceit ? What pretence for licentiouſucſſe, and ex- 
ceſſe in the abuſe of the creatures ? What wrapping up of a- 
buſes,where there is fellowſhip in euill? 1s not here a glorious 
maske for finceritie and religion, where outward honeſtic 
in a ciuillcalling becomes a warrant of vprightneſſe, ſeeing 
our faithis ſhewed by workes ? And what more obuious 
and commendable then our ciuill imploiments, ſo beneficial 
to the Common-weale, ſo neceſſarie for our priuate, ſo ſuc- 
cesfullin the iſſue, as who (in opinion) more bleſſed? What 
is1t, if not godlineſſe, that is ſoplentifully recompenced in 
this life ? If now the wicked eat the labours of their hands, 

and drinke their wine in bowles, may they not ſacrifice to 
their nets ? May they not cry ayme wvnto their ſoules, 
Oh well is thee, and happie ſhalt thou bee ? T hus ciuill im- 
ploiment with worldlings is accounted religion : and tobee 
morally inſt and true in contratts aud bargaines, goes cur- 
rant with men for ſtanch and ſound holineſſe. 

But if we enter into Gods ſanttuarie, and by the rule of 


the word determine —_ ; 15 not the proſperity of the wic- prous; 
ked their deſtruttion, and not their conuerſion ? Doth not Pal.ss- 


the old ſent remaine in Moab, hecauſe he was not changed 
fromwveſſell toweſſell, but enioied conſtant proſperity there- 
by, was ſetled on his lces, and rooted more obſtmately in na- 
tures dregpes, thereby exerciſed more greedily and deſpe- 


ratly the luſts thereof? Can the change of the outward eftate gf4.s; 
change the inward manfrom worſe to better? As they were Plal.78. : 
increaſed, ſo, did not Gods people rebell againſt him, who in 5: 


their afflictions ſought unto him acceitfully ? 1s not heere a 
changefrom better to worſe ? An hypocrite in affliction, as 
being bridled and reſtrained, prooues a deſperate enemie, 
when by proſperitie he hath power in his hands. 

As for walking in acinillcalling, howſoener this (being 


ſanctified by the ſpiritual) may bee a meanes to lay wp a 1.Tim4.s. 


” + good 


w F713 71 


good foundation againſt the day of Chriſt, 3.Tim.5.19.20. 
get to the naturall man there is not a more dangerous out- 
ward meanes to excuge grace, then the greateſt meaſure of 
honeſtie that is ſeene therein. For is it not the grace of this 
calling to reſt in it ſelfe for good ſucceſſe,without inuacation 
of God's aſsiſtance, or reference to his bleſiing ? Is not our 
purſuit heereof a prinuilege to exempt from holy duties? We 
muſt line, and therefore we cannot be bookiſh. IWe haue no 


leaſare to the Church, &c. Nay, is it not aprice, propoſed Li 
to incourage diligence in theſe worldly buſmeſſcs, een li- j 
Cence 9a the Sabbaths, to deſpiſe the word ? EXC. - 
And what if men keepe touch and day in paiments and con- FF 


tracts ? IWhat if alittle eie-ſeruice be n;ſcd in the outſide of 


their wares ? Is it for conſcience to God, to whom they deſire | 
to approoue the truth of their hearts ; or only a care for the | 
maintcnance of trading, and mutuall commerce, which L 

without this outward equitie muſt nceds be aboliſhed ? Wha 

will truſt; or ſhall be truſted, if word be not kept ? But is it 


kept any further, then may cleere from touch of mans law ? | 
Is promiſe kept heere to our hindrance, ſo we may winde out \ | 
by the arme of fleſh ? Is the ſubſtance of our wares any thing | 
leſſe then anſwerable to the ſhew ? Is not God robbed of his ; 
glorie,while we ſacrifice to aur labour and wit ? and Is not 
this great Babel, which I haue built for the honour of 
my name? e*c. , 
Surely as theſe outward things are common to all, ſons 
Eccl.9.z. Panknoweth louc or hatred, either by proſperity or aduerſt- 
| tie. Well may a good man(by right vſage) make theſe good 
onto himbut theſe of themſelues may wel make him worſe: 
otherwiſe they haue no power inwardly to better him : Only 
it belongeth onto God (through the miniſtcric of his word) 
Plalng, Fo connert the ſoule, as tendring (to this end) vntovs, not 
eorruptible things, as ſiluer and gold, which make —_ 
: £ 


F# . F 4, , 


lie happie in this life ; but the pretious blood of Chriſt, az a 1.Pcrx.188 
Lambe vndefiied and without ſpot, whereby wee are clean- | 
ſedfrom all our ſinnes , andredeemed from our vaine cons 1.1oh.x.8. ; 
werſation, received by the tradition of the fathers. 

But hcarken, 1 pray you, unto a further plea of the hypo- 8. LI rofeſron. | 

s : . Prati: I j 
crite: Have we not heard thee teaching in our ſtrects? Marh.7. | 
Nay, Haue we nat taughtinthy name? Haue we not Luk.8. 


receined the word with ioy, and done many things Matkas. | 


[ accordingly ? Can the beſt doe more ? Doe not wee in many | 
j things offend all ? I's not this a ſufficient euidence of an ef- | 
"> fedtuall conuerſion ? | 


Surely where the grace of God, which bringeth ſaluation Tit.2.xs, 
1 fo all men, hath appeared effetFually, there it teacheth vs, 
[ - zot only to eſchew all euillzn thoueht, ward, and deed ; but Matth. y, 
| on the contrary,to proſecute all good,both 1 inwardh in the A519, 
: heart and minde, as being purified by faith, whereby with 
conſtant purpoſe we cieaue vnto God,and alſo 2.outwardly aaay.z3; 
| in the word and conuerſation : Tam.3.1. Epheſ.1. Rom. 
12.1. 1.Cor.6. yea generally andwninerſally, having re- 
| ect to all Gods Commandements: P1al.1 19.7.8.and con- 
ſtantly alſo continuing and abounding , yea increaſing in 
) | grace, and frriſhing our courſe, that no man take away our 
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Crowne: Reu.z,1.Cor. 15.58. Ephel.3. Col.1. 2.Pet. 

1.8.9. 2.Tim.4.3. Phil. 1 3. | 

| And therefore ſecing the word of God muſt bee a ſauokr 

| of death unto death unto fame who are to be renounced,and \,Cor.x 14. 
S made inexcuſable thereby 3 hence is 1t, that though they re- lobnig. 

| ceiue it 1.withioy, as being rauiſhed with the fweetneſſe Plalurg. 
thereof ; yet being not mixed with. faith, it becomes on- a —_— 
Profitable, and ſo the oy of the hypocrite laſteth but a ma- Heb.qa. 
+ ment. And ſoit commethalſo to paſſe, that for carnallre- 
ſpeits, as vain-glory, credit, ſatisfattion of others, who 

they defireto be hike the hypocrite alſo may do many things 

A 3} according 


UMI 


s.Cor.1,21; 


rcording to theletter of the word, though not anſwera- 
ble to the power thereof ; not from the purpoſe of his heart, 


 renued by the holy Ghoſt; but executing therein the Init of 


his heart, as ſpirituall pride, hypocriſie, &1c. Neither ſhall 
he be able to continue mn any ſubſtance of well-aoing, ſeeing 
howſoener for his credit and profit hee muſt ſometimes ſhew 
religious, yet by reaſon of difference of companie, change of 
times and occaſions, he muſt euen for the ſame ends of credit 
and profit, caſt off his viſour of holineſſe, and ſo appearein 
hi truc likeneſſe, to the ſatisfying of ſuch to whom nothing 
but groſſe and deſperate ek, will gue any content- 
ment. Nay doth not this neceſsity lie vpor the hypocrite, 
that howſoeuer for a time he muſt gloſe aud fawn vpon the 
truth while it i hs pack-horſe tofurther him topromotion, 
riches, &c. yet when by plunging himelfe into worldly 
conrſes, hee muſt neceſſarily croſſe in his outward ations 
the power of that truth uſt he not now for his credit abaſe 
and vilifie that truth which before hee ſo magnified ? as be- 
ing either too ſeuerc and preciſe, becauſe hee cannot reach 
zt : or being fooliſhneſle and madneſſe; and therefore he is 
now more wiſe more ſober then to be guided by it: you muſt 
pardon his _ folly and giddineſſe : he will doc no more 
ſo 3 he will be more wiſe, moderate, ec. This s theiſſue 
of an hypocrites ſuppoſed conuerſion, auſwerable euen unto 
the meaſure thereof ; which being not rooted in the heart, 
nor aiming at Gods glory, no maruellif the glory of an hypo- 
erite prooue his confuſion. And is hee not iuſtly deceined in 
this fancieof regeneration? Is he not heereby excluded from 
= ay of conuerſion, becauſe he reſteth in the ſhadow 

Fhereo 
But to admit a true connerfion : Is the combate now at an 
end? or not rather now begun ? 15 there any place heere for 
dleneſſe, ſecuritte,remiſne ſſe in our calling ? Surely —_ 
the 


TO THE READER. 


the foundation flandeth ſure in repel? of God, who know- 1.Tim.z rg; 
eth who are his ; yet it lieth much in vs, either to make ſure +,Per.x.10, 
and beautifie the building, by being watchfull and diligent 
in well-doing 3 or elſe by our negligence and ſecurity to de- 2.Philaz. 
face andinterrupt the ſame, yea many times, to onr ſenſe Plal.gr, 
and teeling, euen viterly to overthrow the ſame. For proofe $1a13- 
heereof,peruſe the treatiſe enſuing;let it be,gn _ — 
4 touch-ſtoneozto thee, to make triall of aſound con- 
ucrlion : aud take it as a preſeruatine, to keepe theein the 
power of godlines, that ſo thou maiſt not leaue thy firſt loue. 
If by pride or ſecurity thou haſt beene left to thy ſelfe, and reuel.a, 
fo haſt left thy former meaſure, view thy felfe diligently in 
| the preſent glaſſe, and wſe it a5 a meanes for thy recouerie 
and perſeuerance. Expect not what may be ſaid, ſeeing my 
health and ſtudy affoords only breuity : neither miſconſtrue 
di what may be well digeſted, leſt thou be peruerted by a ſtum- 
| bling blocke. Though many are called, yet but few are cho- 
fen : and therefore if few digeſt this pill- let them wat con- 


.4 


Match, 22.14, F 


demme the phyſicke but their owne ill-difþaſed hearts.T hofe | 

| that can get meat out of the eater, and ſweetneſſe out of the L 

| ftronglet them praiſe the glorious Lord ,whobringethlight 2.Cor.46,79, 
* outs aku; and wot reaſe praying onto onr Pracions , 


Father, that he would turne onr darkne(ſe mto lixzht, and lob.n.. 
enable vs toworke while yet we haue the light : that ſo wee 

». " muy approoueour ſelues the children of the light, and bee 
pl prepared to that light which ſhall neuer be Fo 
4 


wen —_— 
to darkneſe. Fxenſo bet, Come Lord 
lelus : Comequickly. 
ot 


In whom Ireftthine vnfained!y,. 
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DOCTRINES AND OBSERVA: 
tions opened heercin, are, 


x Thatthebeſt haue their infirmities. = 

2 The leaſt emill in the Saints cauſeth the Lord 
f0 hauea Controuer(ie with them. $ . 

3 Sinne not to bee ſmothered, but plainely re- 
prooued. © 

4 The godly muſt perſenere ingrace, and grow ta 
perfettion, 10 

5 Curry trueconert hath a firſt lone : where, of 
the meanes and markes thereof. 15 - 

6 The onuert mayleaue hu firſt lone : whereof 

the meanes whereby it # cooled, \ + - 


7 Firſt louemay ſeeme to be loſt, when it us not, | | 
where dtuers falſe imputations are remooued.,, 


8 Theleauing of firſt loue, with the true markes 

and fymptomesthereof, 7 

[> Firſt Lowe how to bee recenered, and re-gained 
againe, 666, - 

Io How farre the Saints may recouer their firſt 
lout. 

11 The voy carnot finally nor wholly loſe their 


— — 


34: 


£alion for him,that was her aduocate,now to come againſt 
B 


CONVERTS 
FIRST LOVE; 


REeveLaAT. 2.4. 


Neuertheleſſe I haue ſomerhat again#t thee : becauſe thou 
ha#t left thy firit Loue. 


T 


DB Vr bleſſed Sauiour, hauing by the Miniſterie 
@- 7 of his Apoſtles planted diuers Churches 1n 
S427 Þ Afi: direeth. his ſeruant /ohnthe En_ 
2748 liſt,to write ynto cach of them, for their fur- 


ward glorie,and inward graces thereof,asalſo ina ſortthe 


peculiarcharge of the Apofile /ohr, therefore doth hefuſt ,_ , 


ſend greeting to that Church; giuing very iuſt and true te- 
ſtimonie vnto her of the great graces of God beſtowed 
ypon her,and her profitable vie of them, in the ſecond and 
third verſes, And that ſhe might not be overcome of ſpiri- 
tuall pride, to which in regard of ſuch excell-nt graces ſhe 
might be ſubieC ; yea, was ſotainted therewith, as that it 
wroughtin her ſome ſecuritie,and thereupon remiſleneſle: 
he therefore giues her notice of this her decay and coo- 
ling in the fourth verſe: telling her that He had ſomewhat 
againft her, becauſe ſhe had left her firit lowe; both, therein 
expreſſing the greatnes of her fall,by the excellencie of the 
thing wherein ſhe failed,namely, her firſt loue; as alſo,ag- 
gravating this her fall, bythe iuſteſteeme thereof in the 
wydgement ofher Sauiour Chriſt : namely, that it gaue oc- 


her, 


"* 


- A ther firengthening in the faith, And, be- Heeagon ant 
cauſe the Church of Epheſus,was both famous for the out- caldiiiess 


Ofc 4! o - 
Lament.2. 


Row. $.z1, 


Summe and 


fenſc, 


I. Doltrmme. 


The beſt haue 
their infumi- 


.T3cS, 


Ppheſe2. 
Col.2, 
Rom.F$. 


2.lobn 1.8, 
Tpbeſ5-23e 


2 The Comm ts fir1 ueD. 


her,and to haue a controuerhie with her,as an enemie; and 
thereby giuing her to conceiue in whata fearefull caſe ſhe 
Roode,hauing him now to be againſt her ; who iſhe were 
on her ſide, ſhe need not feare who were againſther; who 
being againſt her, all other things, though with her, muſt 
neceſſarily ſerue to her further condemnation. 

So that theſe words,doe containe a deſcription of ſome 
declination in this Church of Epheſus, with ſome argu- 
ments, to lay this her eſtate more cloſely toher heart, that 
ſo ſhe might by repentance recouer her ſelfe againe,. 

Wherein firft, that this Church of Epheſus, though o- 
therwiſe endowed with excellent graces, and hauing ſo 
proſpered in the holy vic of them, that ſhe receiues a teſti- 
monie from the tructh himſclfe,of ſuch great faithfulneſle, 
as to haue endured patiently, and not fainted; is yernot- 
withſtanding, charged by the ſame LordTIeſus, tobe de- 
ſfeQiue , __ to haue ſome failings and imperfeCions in 
her, wee may learne here this ſeflon, That as the beſt 
Church,ſo the beſt Chriſtian hath, and may haue ſome in- 
firmities and corruptions; as appearcth by theſe places: 

1.l1oh.1.9. James 3. 2.Chron.8.36, and by the examples 
of the beſt: Daxid, 2.Sam.1 2. commits murder and adul- 
terie; Peter denies his maſter, Matth.27, Aoſes did not 
giue glorie to God in belecuing his word ; Noab was 
drunken, Salomon idolatrous, &c. Numb. 20. Gen. 38, 
Gen.9. Thus hauethe ſaints of God been ſubie to infir- 
mities,and that not before their conuerſion only, but euen 
afteralſo; as the Apoſtle Paul in the name of all the reſt, 


acknowledgeth for himſelfe in the ſeuenth tothe Romans 


19,20,21,22, 

And ſurely, fecing 'the Lord Teſus hath fatisfied the 
wrath of his father for vs,in fulfilling the lawe, and vnder- 
going the penaltic thereof: and ſo continues daily our in- 
terceſſor and ſuertie to anſwere ynto the iuſtice of God for. 
our offences,and to obtaine pardon for them : ſo that there 
isno neceſſitie that we ſhouid be freed quite from finne, 


and ſo pexfit, as to fulfill the Jaw of God, ſeeing the Lord 


Iclys 
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onnerts vis "N . 


vndertake the ſame, were to intrude into Cheiſts office, and 


Tefus hath performed this already, and therefore for vs to 


fo torob himof his glorie. Therefore that ſome infirmities W614. 


and corruptions doe remaine in vs, ſeeing now the guilt 
and ———_— yeathe dominion and rage of finne is ta= 
ken away by Chriſt, Itis very conucnicnt and proficable, 
and that bes 


om.8.1. 


I. That Gods free mercie, may be daily aduancedin Reaſons, 


the pardoning of finne,Pſalm.51.12,13. 


2. That the merit of Chriſt Icſus, may be glorified, in! 
1 


fatisfying for finne,Iohn 9, 
3. Thar our ſaluationimay be better aſſured ynto vs, in 


healing of our particular corruptions, 2.Pct.1.8. 

4. Thatthe graces of the ſpirit may be exerciſed in the 
_ reſiſting and conquering of finne,Epheſ.6.11,12,13, 
1.Per.4. 

5- That the power of God may be perfited in weake- 
neſle, 2.Corinth.12.8,9. 2.Cor.4.7,8. 

6. And the Lord onely might hauc the glorie of his 
works in vs,Rom.4. 2.Cor.12. 

7. That we may be daily humbled in the ſenſe of our 
infirmities, and ſo preventing pride and fecuritie, we may 


_ that which is behinde, and haſten to that which is | 


before,Phil.3.13. 

8. That we mightbe more compaſſionate towardsour 
brethren, as being ſubierolike temptations with them, 
Galath.6.r. Geneſf. 38, Iudah, 

9. That y wicked may hereby take offence, who ſceing 
the infirmities of the Saints ; and from thence, their cha- 
Kicements : take hence occaſion,to condemne the genera- 
tion of the juſt, and to ripen their ſinne by adderg affliction 
fo afflition,Zach.t.Plal.73.&c. 

That Gods children might daily renounce their owne 
righ:couſheſſe,and flic vato Chriſt, liuing the life of faith, 
and contenting rhemſclues with the ſullciency of Gods 
grace :2.Cor.12, Abac.z. 

Be Aud 


Why infirmi. 
tes remaine 
n the Saint, 
Epheſ.5. 

k : C 1.10h.1.8, 
the daily experience of Gods loue,in the forgiueneſle and romq. 


— S—_ 7.747; 


And ſeeing,thar'as long as they liue,they fhal be ſfubieR 
to infirmities : therefore alſo hereby are chey weaned from 
the loue of this life, and the pleaſures thertof, which are no 
better then fuell co their ſlinne, 


lution, that ſo they may bee deliuered from this bodie of 
finne : Rom. 7.24. | 
Vſes.t. And this ſerwerh firſt for reproofe, and that firſt of the 
Of reproefe: Papiſt, that boaſteth of merit and perfe& obedience, not 
3.of the Pap.ſt, acknowledging that to bee finne which is, and counting 
that good which is euill, robbing thereby Chriſt of his 
glorie,and himſelfe of the afſurance of his faluation, 
2.Prophane 2, Of the prophane Proteſtant, that flatters himſelfe in 
Proteſtant. his finne, with this, That all haue their faults,and the beſt 
hath ſome infirmities,and therfore he will liue in his finne $ 
he hopes to be ſaued as well as others : what need we make 
ſomuch adoe? | 
3.The ignorat . 2, The ignorant Proteſtant is heere condemned; who 
Proteſtant, though in generall hee confeſle that hee is a finner,yet de- 
nicth that hee hath in particular broken any of the com- 
mandements; he is no whore,no theefe;deceiuing himſelf 
by the letter of the law, andin truth thereby denying that 
ke hath any finne at all. 


Proteſtant. that in many reſpets : | 
I. Inthat hehems to be reproued; whereby hee would 
be conceiuedTighteous,and without fault, | 
2. That hee will not ſtrive againſt his corruptions, be* 
cauſe he cannot wholly be rid of them : pleading itto bee 
impoſſible,andſoin yaine to be attempted, Whereas it is: 
| hg S The commandement of God to ftriue againſt ſinne, 
_— 2 thoughirt tillremaine, 
| gh we can wo £ 
; nortullyand —=2+ By ſtriving we conquer ſome groſle finnes, as ſwea- 
wholly ſubdue ring , whoring, &c. ſo that wee neuer fall into them a- 
3t in this life, gaine, | | 
| | 3. Weby this ſpirituall fight doe weaken and diminiſh 
| the force of all finnc,and ſo Gily oct ground thereof, = 
| 4. We 


Sinne to be 


Andalſo,prouoked to hunger and figh after their diſſo- / 


4.The carnall, 4, The carnall Proteſtant is heere alſo conuinced,and 


- Þ 


Uh 


EEE 777777 15.77 57/58 -- 
4. Weby taming of ſinne, make it ſeruiceable ynto ys; 
by outward corruptions,purging out ſecret abominations; 
fo that all doth turne to our excceding good, | 

5. And fo continuing in this ſpirituall warfare tothe 
end, wee fight the good fight of faith, and finiſh our 
y | - courſe with ioy : 1.Tim.6. 2,Tim.4. 


WW : 


z 
5- The weake Proteſtant is reproued that efteemes his 5.The weake 
caſe ſingular, when he is ouertaken with any grofle fin, Proteftany, 
Second!y, this ſerues for inſtrution, and that many z,yſe,of;v- 
wa1es :4a5, frudtion, 
I. To teach vs to reſt wholly on Chriſt inthe matter of , ©, ..@ only 
"F our ſaluation, and to eſteemeall as dung in regard of him; on Chriſt, 
to deſire tobe found in him, not hauing our owne righte-= 
ouſneſſe,bur the righteouſnefle which is of faith: Philip. 3. 
verl,8.9., | 
2, Wee may hencelearne tobecabaſed and truly hum- z Tobe hum- 
bled; not with our outward afflitions, which may breed bledwith in- 
worldly ſorrow, but with our inward corruptions, which ward corrup- 
= cauſe godly ſorrow to repentance : 2.Corin. 2. James 9% 
E * 
| | 2 3. And ſccing the beſt hath his infirmities,here isano- 
table meanes,to teach the proudeſt to haue compaſſion, to z.To be com. 
put on meekenefle of ſpirit, and tendernefle of heart ; in paſſionate co 
relicuing and railing vp his afflicted brother, thar ſo the ®Þers. 
"EY ® communion of Saints may be maintained by the ynitie of 
the ſpiritinthe bond of peace : Galath.6. | 
4. Here is matter of triall in this ſtate of infirmities, 4.Torrie our 
which ſeemes common to all ; whether yet we are ſich as cſtarein ſanQi. 
arerenued in Chriſt, ro whom our fin ſal not be impu- ee by in» 
ted : namely,If  —_— 
». We hateall finne indifferently with aperfe& hatred, 
p 2, Striue vnfainedly againſt all ſinnes, 
3. Iudgeour ſelues daily for finnes particular, 
4+ Condemne ſecret corruptions. 
5. Wholly relic on Chriſt for pardon for ſinnes, 
6. Hunger after death in _ of finne :Rom.7- 


7« Endure reproofe patiently,and amend, | 
| $i s 'B 3 Thirdly,. 


1/10; f $ Is, {; /{ BB /* 


2 


- Thirdly,this ſerues for comfort, & that many waies, As, 

y.Vſe . , —____ - 

Or comfort; 1. Inthat God hath left infirmities in vs : therfore have 

Thatwe han« wee hence aſſurance of our right in Chriſt, who came to 

righein Chriſt, Que finners, and ſhall haue _— of the power of 
Chriſtin the daily ſubduing, and maſtering of our corrup- 
tions, And therefore 

To preuent 2. Lertvs not defſpaire in our greateſt tentations, ſeeing 


.deſpaire. the greater miſcrie the greater mercie. As it is God our 


father that hath left ſinne ſn vs, yea in the deareſt, toad- 
1.1.1.8, uance his free and conftant louc : fo hath he giaen his Son 
Ejb.$.19.10.21. to reucale this loue vnto vs bythe operation of the Spirit, 
Rom.5.3.4 ſhedding it abroad in our hearts, through che daily afſu- 
Galdt.4-6.7+ rance of the pardon of our finnes, and continuall enabling 
to conquer the ſame :Rom,5.2,3. 


oe ads 3- To this end let ys not thinke our caſe ſingular,ſeeing 
gine our ca'e thebeſt haue not been exempted from infirmities, where- 
ngular, by Satan would driue vs to deſpaire; but rather the greater 


our infirmities arc, the greater experience may wee looke 
for of the mercics of our God, who will lay no more ypon 
vs then we ſhall be able to endure, x.Cor,10.13 :but will 
giuean iflue with the temptation, that ſo wee may be able 
to beare it. 

Thatinfirmi- 4 Laſtly,though we haue infirmities; yetlet this com- 

ries ſhallnot fort vs,that our God will not let them feſter in vs, but by 

feſterinvs: the power of our conſcience,or miniſterie of rhe word, by + 

J6b 33.15. ſome outward chaſtiſement,&c. wee ſhall kno our ini- 

Att. 2. 36, 37.36 Iz : 
quitie ; that ſo wee may performe ſcaſonable repentance : 
and this is the next obſeruation that followeth in the text, 
out of the practiſe of our Sauiour with his Church ; who 
doth not flatter her in her ſinne, by concealing the ſame, 
(as a falſe Prophet would haue winked at ir, and _— 
{ſtood vpon commendation, yea happily aſcribe that whic 
was nottrue) but deales faithfully with her, As hee com- 
mends her for her good parts : ſo he reproues her forthat 

__ cuill ofher decay. | 
-oa—4 otrines. And this mak vs,that 
ine tobe re We muſt reprouc our brother plainly for his ſine : ſo 


oued. . 
=——poP i doe we teſtific, and approue 
I.The 
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The Conmerts firft loues. ”* 


1. The faithfulneſle of our calling and dutie vnto God, Reaſons, 
in delivering the whole counſell of God, as well reproofe 
for ſinne,aspraiſe for well doing, 2.Tim.3.16, 2.Tim.4. 2, 
2. Our loue to our brother, both in reuenting Gods 
judgements by our reproofes,or elſe ſundifying them vn- 
to a ſinner, Atleaſt wee iuſtifie God, and make the ſinner 
without excuſe : Ezech.33. and faue our owne ſoules, As 
alſo hereby we prouoke him to — and fo by re- 
newed repentance to perfeQion : Leuit.19.17. 
And this 1, condemneth the flatterer,that cither will ſee V/c. 
no euill in his brother, bur is ſtill beating vpon the good 1. Ofreproofe 
thatisin him,puffing him vp, with conceit thereof; or if *2theflarre- 
he ſeeany cuill, will not reprooue him plainely, but either ''s _—_ 
exculcitor diminiſh it,or daube it vp, hardning himin his 
finne,&c, Ezech.13., 
2. Theyarc here reprooued,that iuſtifie the wicked and 
condemne the righteous : Elay 5.21. whereas our Sauiour 2, Of the pcr- 
iuſtifies the good,and condemnes the cuill, uerſe and ma- 
3. Asalfo,they that ſtumble at ſtrawcs,and make mole. _— __ cals 
hils mountaines ; omitting the ſinnes of great ones,or the = bohr | gh 
great ſinnes of their brethren : for fauour andaffeRion,bur nefie,” 
enforcing to the vtmoſt euery light eſcape in the godly,or z. Ofthe re- 
their encmies,putting more thereto, yea, taking occaſion !peRer of pa 
thereby to diſgrace their profeſſion, 8c. fone. 
Whereas our Sauiour Chriſt, heere ſpares not the grea- 
teſt and moſt famous Church, and wharſocuer is amiſle in 
her,lets her know plainely of it. 
The peoplealſo are here condemned, that hate thoſe,that x, Ofthe 
reprooue them, and rather heape vnto themſelues ſuch tea- people. 
chers as wil flatter them in their ſinne,then intertaine thoſe *-7*m4. 


that deale fairhfully in reproouing : Amos 5-11. Micah.2, ***t 


Secondly,here is inſtruction, 1. to praiſe God for faith- 2, Vicof in- 
full teaching,when God cuts downe by his Prophets, and ſtruQion. 
conuinceth the world of fin, 2.Andalſo to mourne where 996.5 
the churchis peſtered with flatterers, thatcrie all is well, E9 9% 
Peace peace; all the congregation is holy: Ier.6.Numb.16, 
Ierem.28.Ezech.34.13.14. 


Wc lcarne here by our Sauiors example howto =—_—_ 
or 


$ T he Connerts firſt lone, 

for ſinne : namely, 

Sinne howto 1. Plainly : 7 how art the mar, 2.Sam.12, | 
dereproucd. _ 2, Particularly : Letting him ſee his particular finne. 

3- Powerfully : To humble him for his ſin, by denoun- 
cing the wrath of God againſt the ſame. / haue ſomewhat 
apainit thee : that is, I haue a controuerſie with thee, Iam 
angric,I will be auenged of thee for it, 

4. Conſtantly and ſeaſonably, not letting him lie in it, 
taking the fit time, &c.as eAbrigaildid,r.Sam.25. 

5. Impartially and ſincerely, not ſparing the greateft 
Ann 7.9. nordeareſt vnto ys; no not the houſe of [/xdab, Eſlay 58.1. 
2x.Sam.12. nonotthe moſt excellent Church; not Daxid, though a 
1,548.2.3; King ;notour children,not any. | 
2.ViSof com Laftly,heere is great comfort, that being reprooved for 
fort, ſinne,we are iudged in this life;and ſo by the grace of God 
being brought to repentance,we ſhal not be iudged inthe 
life to come : 1.Cor.11.31.32. 
Doftrine.z. Thirdly,in thatthe holy Ghoſt ceſtifieth here that Chriſt 
Theleaſtfin doth come againſt his Church for this fin : here we lcarne, 
in che Saints1s That though God loueth alwaies the perſon of his chil- 
_— - dren; yet hee is difpleaſed with their ſinne : he will come 
neqs:ntes ary againſt them for it,and chaſtiſe them for the ſame: Plal.89. 
them as an 2.Sam.8.&c.Ezech.18, And that becauſe he is, 
eacmie. I. Righteous,and hateth iniquitie,Plal. 5.4. and there- 
fore will not endure it in his owne. 

2. Heis mercifull, and therefore will not ſuffer ſinne to 
dwell in his children : but by his correRions will clenſs 
them : Efay 1.25. Eſay 27. Ierem.19. Plal,89. ” 

3. The ſinnes of his children doe more gricue him,and 
indeed are more grieuous: firſt, becauſe 

4+ They haue more grace to reſiſt. Secondly, doe give 
more offence to the weake. Thirdly, open the mouth of 
the wicked more to blaſpheme God and his truth, | 

5- That the wicked may haue their vengeance hereby 
ſealed vp,in thatthe Lord ſparcth not his owne children: 
Prou.11.32, 

6. That his children might not be condemned finally. 

7., Thathe might weane them from the world,and pro- 

| | U 


The Conners firſt one. of 
uoke them-to draw neere vnto himiin prayer, and fo haue 
further expericnce of his louein the iſſues thereof, _ | 

'$, Their ſinnhe is not theirs, but proceeds from Satan 
and the 61d man,which he therefore remoueth by his cha- Rew.7, 
Niſements, hart ſo he might manifeſt and confirme his loue 
more and more to their perſons in fitting them to glo- 
rlC, 

And: this ſerueth 

1. To condemne the wicked that flatter themſelues in 77. 
cheir righteouſnefle, becauſe they proſper, and are not r.Ofconuittis 
plagued like others,nor afflicted as the ſinners, ſeeing they £9 thoſe thar 
arc farted vp hereby tothe day of flaughter, and the elect 2 152ton of 
by affliftions prepared ro happineſle: Jerem.12.3.A6t.14. + tank 
23,24.l0b 21. Pfal.17 14. Y 47 | - [in integraic. 

2. To reprooue the ſinners that prouoke the Lord by 
their ſinne to become their enemie, and then being affli- z,Thoſe that - 
Red, complaitie of wrong, and condemne the loue and are impatienr 
faithfulnes of God, as if in chaſtiſing them he hated them, _ cherod - 
ſeeing of very loue-and faithfulnes he doth correft chem ; _ _w 
Pſal.z19.Pfal.73.1ob 6.9. 8 

3. To reprooue the world that iudge of men by theſe , Thoſe that 
outward things, ſceing all things are alike ynto all men: iudge peremp- 
Eccl.9.1. | 433 / | | . torily the e- 

Secondly,here isinftruction: r.To teach vs how to keep mow mn = 
God to be our friend : namely,by keeping our ſclues from , ' 5g 
ſinne,or elſe by renued repentance, daily renouncing, and pe 2, 

—_— the finne, | Initrution 

2, Tobearepatiently the hand of God ſeeing wee haue howto keepe 
deſerned-hell; and this afflition which is but for a mo- ing triend 
ment, wil procure vnto ys an ineſtimable weight of glory: - a =. 
2.Cor.5.16, | rod, 

3. Totrie oureſtate vngesthe rod,namcly, if wee feele z.To trie cur 
the Lord tobe angrie, and ſo rare and depart-from euill ; «ſtate bythe 
Prou.14. i - - vicot ycrolle, 

And thus doth the holy Ghoſt amplifie the ſinne of this 
Church,by ſignifying that the Lord is aggrie with her for 
the ſame, 

I, Bur let ys conſider what this fiane is, namely, T = 


— _ 
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ſhe hath left her firſt loue,a ſinne of omiſſion, ſhe hath fai+ 
ledin that zeale,&c. 


How the ſaints 
though lea- 
uingehtichirſt qured patiently,and did not faint? 


loue, ſecing ſhe hath formerly the teſtimonie that ſhe en- 


wr.” + wg eAuſw. She __ faile in the meaſure of her loue, 
nk ting. though not in the ſubſtance and trueth thereof, | 
not, 2. She mightfaile in the outward aftion,though not in 


the inward purpoſe, - 

3.. She mightnotbe ſo zealous as ſhe was,and yet haue 
ſo much zeale as-not to giue ouer finally ; for a time ſhe 
might be cooled, butnotquenched in her zeale,&c. 

Whence welearne, that though the Lord accept the 
purpoſe of the heart, and will not quench the ſmoaking 


Dotltrine 4: 


flaxe ; = would hee haue vs grow in grace, and follow , 
4 


The ele&-muſt hard after the marke 3 we muſt abound in grace, and be 
goctorward: yJentifullin good works; we muſt thriue in well doing,ex- 
and perſeusre. 11.Þffing outwardly when we inwardly deſire, and ſubdu- 
_— ing the whole man to the obedience of the ſpirit : 1.Col. 
r.Pet.2.1.3. Epheſ. 2.Phil. 2.Pet.1.8. Plalm.g2. Tob.,17. 
9; 1.Thel.5, perſeuering with all patience and conftancie 
vnto the end,Epheſ.6.23.. | 
And that, becauſe the Lord hath commanded, 1, That 
we ſhouldbe holy,ashe is holy, r.Pet.1.13.14.8c. 
2. Hereby we make ſure oureleQion,and attaine tothe 
certaine knowledge thereof, 2,Pet.1.10.-Toh,7. 
3. Hereby we make ys meete forthat glorious inheri» 
tance, x.Col.11.12. 
4+. Hereby we prouoke others to glorific God, Matth... 
16,17. 
5: We daunt and confound the encmies of the Gofpell, 
r.Pet.2. 
6. Andadorne and beautifie. our glorious profeſſion, 
1»Phil.27. 
And this ſerueth, 
To condemne, 1. all: thofe that flatter their hearts 


Reaſons: ; 


Vſes. 


1,Ofreproefero with good intents, when they are vttecly voide. of good 
fruits,Prou.z, Eſa.29, 


thoſe that de- 
cciue them» 


2+ As 


Queft. But how may ſhe be ſaid to haue left her firſt 
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-' 2. Asalfothoſe, that vpon preſumption that they are ſclues with 
better then others, ceaſe to better themſclues, and fo ſtan. 892dincents 
ding ata ftay inreligion, goc backward therejn, 1.Cor.gq, —_— 
Reuel.3. | | | decked,” 

''. 3 Andthofelikewiſe,that feare to abound in holineſſe, ;.Asfearets 
zcale,&c. leſt they bee accounted ſingular noted men, pre- *9benoredof 
ciſe, vaine-glorious,8c. fingularicie. 
4. And theſe eſpecially , chat haue not onely ſſacked 
their zeale in religion, bur doc iuftifie this decay,as being 4.Such as iu+ 
now more wiſe,ſober,8c. in their profeſſion, whereas be.. ſtific decaics. 
fore they were ficrie, raſh,indiſcreet,&c. 
Secondly, hcre is inſtruction, and that firſt, we muſt 1a- Vſe 2. 
bor to increaſe and grow conſtant in godlineſſe, and that Of Tfrociven, 


by theſe meanes : _ _ 
x. By avoiding the meanes of Apoſiafie, which are, mMeancsof x 
x. Corruption of iudgement,and thar poſtalie. 
1. We maybetoo holy: 3.Corrupe 


2. That lefſe will ſerue the turne, becauſe many doe i9dgement. 
lefle,and we hope are ſaued, Ats 14. 
3. That Gods metrcie doth more abound in our fai- 
lings,Rom.6.1. 
4- That we need not tobe fo perfeR,ſeeing Chrift hath 
finiſhed all for ys : ſeeing Chriſt hath therefore perfited all 
things that wee might grow to perfection, Hema 2. 1,2. 
John 5. 
2. CorruptpraQtize: 2.Corrupe 
x. Wheneither we live by examples ofthe greateſt; pradtize. 
2. Bytheletter ofthe word of God, Matth.s, 
3. Orby the fireame of the time : 
4. Oronelyby the lawes of men: 
5- Orfollow the moſt inreligion : 
6, Orgrow ſpiritually proude of our well doing : 
7. Orgrow TR and dead in the performance of holy 
_ performing them for cuſtome, worldly, hypocriti- 
cally,8c. bb, | \ 
8. Or grow inconſtant in holy duties; intermitting the 


ſertimes, of prayers, hearing the word;&c. 
..9 


r 


e 


r grow neglipent in conuerting others. 
5 5's C3 S IO, Oc 


12 The 0nnerts 105 os | 
10. Oradmit ofhumaine inuentions, with the worſhip 
of God, 5 , 


mercies, 1.Rom, | | 
x2. Ot fall into grofle ſinnes, and lie in them without 
repentance : Pſal.,51. ; | 
I3. Or iudge vncharitably of our brethren, withdraws 
ing our compalſſions from them. | | 
Secondly,pradtiſe we theſe meanes to make ys aboundin 


Mcanbswhere- 
by wee may at- good workes,and grow conſtant therein, 
taineconſtan- 1, Remember we the continua!l ſeruice of the Saints in 
= hs gg heauen, they inceflantly glorifie God,andalſo continually: 
Bo 
| 1.Theſf 4. Reuel.q. 
2. Conſider we the power of Teſus Chriſt ſtill remaines 
to couer our imperfetions, and to trengthen.ys to perfe- 
Ction: Heb.1 2.1.2. - = * 
3. Know we that the Comforter doth abide with vs, ts 
lead vs intoall trath:and ſo forward inal holines:Ioh.15 16, 
4. Confider we that the righteous car ſcarcely be ſaucd, 
2,Peter 4.15, I.Pet.4.15.8& what pains the beſt haue take toward heaue, 
5. Remember wey Ieſus Chriſt hath taken away all the 
rigour of weldoing,and yetenables ys by his ſpirit,to per- 
fetion,accepting our weakeſt endeuors, ſo they be ſound, 
and enabling of vs to fulfill all his righteouſneſle in due 
ſeaſon. * TOM 
6. Retaine we ſoundnes of judgement, concerning the 
powerof godlineſle, | 
7. Doe weeall things from the ground of the heart, as 
in the ſight of God:1.Theſſ.7. 
8, Cleaue wee ſtill ro the power of the word, and ftrive 
we to encreaſe in knowledge : 1.Phil, 1.Coll. | 
_ 9. Practiſe we conſtantly the dutiesof pietie and cha- 
de. 27.57 | 8 
10; 'Watch wee dailyouer our hearts, in a true ſearch- 
ing and examining the tame.Pſal.4.5,6. HE 
I'1. Seethat we renue our repentance,as often aswe in, 
_ T2. Labour wee 'the conuerſion of our brethren, and 
wudge wechatitablyofthem. ci |. 7 


11, -Or prove ynthankefull vnto God for his particular | 


13- Walke 


T he Connerts firſt toue diſcerned, T3 


13. Walke we alwaies in feare of our ſelues,and ſi uſpect 
weall our workes,yeathen moſt, when wee enioy greateſt 
graces: Prou,28.12. 

14. Remcinber wee our ends, and vncertaintie of our 
life,and the account we muſt make : 2.Cor.g.10.17, 

15. Andrefigne we our ſelues daily into the hands of 
our God,refting on hisprouidence: 1,Pet.5.Matth.s. 

16, Encertaine we cheercfully the motions of the ſpirit, 
and pur chem in practiſe diligently : Epheſ.4. 

Thus ſhall wee grow conſtant in weldoing, and perſc- 
uere ynto the end. And, 

3. For our comfort learne we, that our God, that com« 
mands perſcuerance,giues grace to the ſame, and therfore 
we ſhall continue,and not finally decay : we ſhall leaue our 
ficlt loue, but not loſe italtogether : 1,Philip.6, TIohn 13. 

Luke 22.33. 

Wherein note, That euery conuert hath a firſt lone, that DoZ.g. 
is, when God hath reuealed his loue vnto him in Chriſt, Every true 
and by the ſpiritof God,it 18 ſhed abroad in his heart, then conuert hath 2 
is the heart of a ſinner inflamed to /one Gedagaine, then is *® _—_ 
A "2 . Rom, 53+ 
it inlarged with ioy vnſpeakable and glorious, r.Per, 3, 
for ſo great faluation : then doth it ſiriue to expreſſe it | 
thankfuln:fle vnto God,for fo greatmercie: then is loue 
as trons as death, much water cannot quench it : Cant.8, 

Andhis is called, his firft loue :and it is diſcerned by 
theſe markes: 

I. By hisrenouncing of all,in compariſon of it,and par- Firſt loue dif 
ting with the deareſt for the —_— of it : ſo did the A. c<rnedby 


pottics forſake all ina: ſomuſt we forſake all in affettrox _— 1 


,and in act too,fo farre as it may hinder our enjoying of j,z 6 


Chriſt: Zacheas, Luke 19.6.7. Coloſſ. 32, 
' 2, When weendure any afflition forthe Words ſake, 
I.Thef{.1.9.10,and that with greatioy in the holy Ghoſt: 
Heb.1o. Epheſ.1. | | 
3. When'wee reuerence highly the Miniſters of the 
Ccipell,Galath.3.4.thinking nothing too deare forthem, 
AQ.16. | | 
4 When we cleare our conſcience of all ſinne,by which 
C 3 our: 


1.Tw.xets lar finnes,and — them vnfainedly, 
16.17 5 When for Chriſts ſake we /onue his poore members, and 
impart of our worldly goods bountifully to their reliefe, 
Luke 19.Zachens, r.loh.2. Toh. 3.Pfal.16.2, 

6, When wee continue in the powerfull meanes of the 
divine worſhip: Act. 2. 

7. When wee conſult not with fleſh and blood, nor 
communicate with it, but doe vtterly renounce the ſame 
in regard of heauen, Act.9 Cal.2. Marth.8 8&c. 

S. And being rauiſhed with the ſweetnefle of the loue 
of Chrift, wee inlarge-ourſeluesto declare the ſame to our 
brethren, labouring to'bring them to Chriſt, by plucking 

Lnke 12,33, them out of the fire: Ioh 1.18. Iude 22. 

This is our firlt love, theſe are the markes thereof,and by 
the ſame it is graciouſly preſerued,and encreaſed, 

7 1. Whereby all thoſe ſudden flaſhes, and fained and 
To condeme inconſtant affections of hypocrites are reiefted : He- 
flaſhes & taſts, DIewes 6.4. and, 

Y 2. Weputtothe triall, for the ſoundnes of our con- 
To en :uerſion, :if we haue found ſuch azloue in ourhearts: by 
comernon. :ſucheuidentmarks; 

3. The world is heere condemned,that boaſts of the fa- 

Toreprooue VOUr of God, when it hath no argument of it conuerſion 

the worlds by this loue: nay,cſteemeth ita wouder,and madnes to be 

deceir. conuerted, 

Tocomfort 4. Andthe ſaints are comforted, that ſecing their loue 

the Saints, Vnto God dependeth onhis loue vnchangeable to them: 
1.1oh.4.1. Therfore as his is vnchangeable, Ioh.13. 1. ſo 
ſhall theirs be { well they may /eaxe it, but they ſhall never 
loſe it. And yetitisa great affliction that they leaue their 
loue : although of acertaintie, | 

Dot.6 The Saints may leauetheir firftloue;ſo did Dawid, Pe- 

The Ele& may *©7>Salomon,8cc. Plal.g1, Galat.2, 1.King.1 1,Andtherea- 

leaue cheir ſons are, 

kcftloue, Becauſe as the fire is ſlacked by two meanes, either by 
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” diſcerned. 


our ſeete fellowſhip with Chriſt may be hindred: fo Za. 
cheas,Luke 19,not being aſhamed to confeſle our particu- 


withdrawing fuell fro it,orputting water,or aſhes thereto: 
| 50 
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couetouſneſle : Pſalm.1 19, Luke 18. 1.Tim.6.. - 


T he Connerts firſt lone diſcerned, 15 


Sothere are two meanes, whereby the loue of the Saints And by whar 
doth decay in them, meanes, 
Either when they faile in ſuch meanes as doe nouriſh 
the ſame : or, 
Doe adde ſuch, as may corrupt, and coole,namely,when Meanes of lea- 
either they, <4 <->. | 
1. Neglethe powerfull miniſterie of the word, &c, r_ withdraw. 
1.Thel.5.19.20. ing that ſhould 
2. Theconſtant praQtiſe ofprivat,and publike prayer, nouriſhir, 
3- Orthe fellowſhip of the Saints, Heb.1o, 
4. Orthe motions of the ſpirit: 
5. Ornegle@toexamine their hearts daily, 
6. Orfaile in daily repentance, or, 
7. NegleRto conuert others : 
Orelſe doe adde that which may corrupt : 
1. AS ſpirituallpride of Gods graces. | 
2. Carxall policie, ſubieQing religionto the ſame.. 2, Adding, 


we "P44 . what ma 
3. Proſperitie, and ſetting their hearts thereon through —— 


4. eAbuſe of (hriftian libertie, in the cnioying of plea« quench ir, 
ſures,&c. 1. Cor, 10. 1,Cor.8, and yſe of things indiffe- 
rent. 


Concerning fpiritwall pride,as Conuerts are ſubicR here. I-Spirirual 

. d pr ide,an OCch- 
to,inregard, : | fion toleaue 

x, That now not being as others, yea, as themſelues gy, rn loue, 


were, yea, being in ſome meaſure made partakers of the andhow, 
ditine nature,and aduancedto the hope of fo glorious an 
inheritance;may they not hereby be enticed towſtifiethe- 2.Per.r,z, 
ſelues,and deſpiſe their brethren ; to condemne, where they 
ſhould endeuour to conuert? &c. Eſay 5.6. 

2. Euen their deſire to keepe themſelues in this eſtate,may 
be an occaſion to Satan to breede fſpirituall pride in them, 
As namely, that being now pluckt out of the common 
condemnation,and ſeparated from the world and wicked 
ones, by their effeuall calling ; may not the Saints ypon 
pretence to keepe themſclues vnſpotted and vndefiled, 
grow to fingularitie, and fo to ſeparation, which are very 
dangerous branches of ſpirituall pride? 

| 3+ The 
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ving firſt loue, 


Ecech1.9. 


The Connerts firſt loue left, and how. 


3. The execution alſo of their callings is ſubie& tomuch 
firituall pride. | 

Either they may neglect altogether their cinell callings 
as too baſe, and derogatorie from the prouidence of God, 
and their Chriſtian libertie, which is a fruice of ſpirituall 

ride,ſecing the Lord hath impoſed theſe callings to hum= 

lethem. Or elſc they may io carrie themſelues in their 
Chriftiicallings,as by their moroſitie,diſcontent,&c.they 
ſhall not obſcurely diſcouer much ſpirituallpride. _ 

4. Theſpeciall prowidence -of the e Almightie, in leading 
them to perfeCtion, may alſo through the fubriltie of Sa- 
tan be an occaſionof much ſpirituall pride. And that, 

I. Either in regard of ſuch chaſtiſements which the 
Lord exerciſeth their nature to clenſe the ſame, inthe im- 
patient bearing whereof, pride is diſcouered. 

2. Occllc the proſperitie of the wicked, may bee an occa- 
fon of ſpirituall pride, as being prouoked by Satan to fret 
and repine thereat : Pſal.37.1. Icrem. 12. Tob 1. 

3. Either they may be puffed vp with thoſe wonderfull 
Aclinerances, which the Lord in his mercic beſtoweth on 
them in their conduction to gloric : 2.Cor. 1. verſes 9,10. 
2.Cor.12.7. 

4+. Oreclſe they may reioyce at the deſtrution of their 
enemies,and ſo be tainted with fpirituall pride: Iob 31. 

. Eitherthey may be haitie,in expelting the reward,and 
fo for want of parience,diſcouer ſpirituallpride:Heb.10. 

6. Orelſe deſire death,in regard of their continvall trou- 
bles,and fo diſcouer their pride, in not waiting the Lords 
leiſure : Tob 3. Ionas 4. | 

7- Eiitherthey may be croſſed intheir expeRations,and 
ſo preferring their credits before Gods glorie , bewray 
their pride: Ionas 4.1.2, 

8. Or elſe, beyond their hope and expeQation, they 
may be endued with extraordinarie graces, and ſo are ſub- 
iettobe exa/tedaboue meaſure: 2.Cor.12 7.8. 

Thus may the Saints be ſubie&ro ſpirituall pridegand 
ſs thereby giue occaſion of the lofſe of their fi: loue : 

I. The Lord reſting the prond, and bringing low the 
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mountaines; emptying the high minded,and giuing grace 
fo the humb'e: 1.Pet 5-5. 
2. Their pride making them /ceme wncharitable, and fo 
not vſing their talents,they are for a time taken away. Math, 1, 
3. The ſpirir hereby being griexed, ceaſcth to workein Epheſ.4.30. 
then,nay happily leaues them to gricuous buftetings, 

Touching pol:cre. by it, Tmeane, that wiſedome which 2.Po'icie,a 
ciuill gouernment diſcoucreth in managing it affaires, for is y "4 
the adorning and preſeruing thereof, This, howſocuer it x oy 
may bean handmaid to religion, yetcarticth ſome ſway in 
the manner thereot : as, | 

t. In ordering .the time, and place, and outward decen- Pylicie,how 
cic forthe diuine worſhip. a friend tore» 

2. In compelling the outward man, to the outward 1890. 
forme and meanes of religion, 

3. As alfo,in executing the holy ccaſures ofthe Church, 
ypon the refractaric ad obſtinate. 

4. Andin procecting tlic innocencie and vprightnes of 
ehe Saints, from che rage and wrongs ot the wicked :and, 

5- Puniſhing the encmies of the Church, 

Yet may italſo proue an exemie to finceritic, and ſo bee 
an occaſion ( if wee be guided thereby) to leaue our firſt 
loue,and that in theſe reſpes : As, 

Firſt, hen it vndertakes to iudre and authoriſe the rule How an ene- 
of religion : namely the word of God, " . mic,andioa 

2. When it adioynes to the ſame, the inuentions of man, Meanes gw 
making it equal!l with the word of truch. 5.2 4 

3- Whenit Rtands more vpon the forme then the power 
of godlineſle. # 

4. When itexcludes the ſubſtance of religion for the 
outward complement thereof, 

5. When it becomes a meanes to iuſtifie the wicked, The praftize 
and condemne the righteous : Elay 5.Matth,27. @f pop- rie,un 
Ri We ir preſumesto limit finceritie ro rimes, per- gcc rehoun, 

FIGEAEY 

7. Whenirt inſulreth and lords it ouer the conſcience, 

Þy inquiſtcion into the ſecrers of the heart, and violent for- 
D cing 


1s. The Converts firſt lone cooked byprofpeieg ev. 
cing the ſame, Gntrarie to the tendernes, and tic infor= 
mation thereof, 
Thus may Policie bee an enemie to religion, and fo a 
meanes of rheleauing of our firſtloue, ; 
And fo may alſo Profperitie: 
Proſperitiean 1. If cither hauing much, wee ſet our hearts ypon it + 
occafionro Pſal.62.10. and ſo arc withdrawne to execute the luſts of 
coole our firſt 4c hearts: | | - 
Jour, and iow.  Ormeaſuce oureftate in graceby our proſperitie, | | 
3- Or,are not willing to be abaſed,as we doc abound. 
. Or grow ſecure,and vncharitable hereby, either de- J; 
Pilng our poore brethren, or inſulting ouer the : x.,Pet.5, J 
much lefle being inlarged in compaſſion of their affliction, | 
or open handed to relieue them : or promiſe conftancie of | 
Pjal,zo.6. thistickliſh eſtate vato our ſelues. | 
5. And fo alſoby abuſe of our Chriſtian libertic wee 


may leaue our firſt loue; as hereafter ſhall more fully bee ( 

declared. L) 
Andſooura- Thus may we leave ourfirſtloue; by theſe meanes may | 
buſe _ our zeale be cooked and abated. | 
IS, And this ſerueth, 
Vſes. 1, For our triall whether euer we had any firſt loue, or 
x.Oftriall, no: namely, if wee ſhall finde that by theſe meanes wee 

haue been cooled therein. $1} 


2.Ofcomfoit., 2. And ſo for ourcomfort and ſorind diretion, that if 
| we euer had this firſt loue,we ſhall recouer itagaine:and, 
3.Of inftru» 3. That wee may know how to recouerit, by vſing a- 
Qiontoreco- rjpht ſuch meanes,as being abuſed, haue been the bog 
_ of this decay: the manner whercof is laid downe here- 
after. Ee? 


And this ſerueth further, 
4.Of reproefe. 1. For reproofe of our times, who may be iufily charged 
to have left our firſt loue, by trying our ſelues by the for- 
mer meanes, whereby this firſt loue isſlaked, 

2. And for our further infiructisn herein : 
I. Know we, that we may be ſubic to a falſe imputa- 
tion of leauing our firſt louc,in many reſpets, 


As "3 


UN 


As, 1. when vpon the iuſt conſideration of the nature of The faints may 
our Chriſtian libertie,asbeing ſpirituall, we limit qur zeale be yniuſtly 
ng : os charged to 

within the bounds of our callings: ſo giving vnto God the pick their 
things that are his,that we denic notalſo.vato Czfar that jritlouc,and 
which is his. This moderation, howſocuer with the Ana- how. 
baptiſts it be traduced as lukewarmneſſe, and temporizing 4 avwangh . 
with the world, to auoid affliction :yetindeed itisan holy age Pe ria 
re&tifying and ordering of our zeale by humilitie and wil ſcerning and 
dome,that ſo it may hold our, and be perfited through pa- vie of our chri- 
tience, and that from the commandement of the Lord our tian libertie, 
God:Rom.r 3. _— vin 

2. Wemay be falſely charged to hauc left our firſt loue, ro = 
when wee are outwardly encreaſed with temporall ble full authoririe. 
ſings. As if becauſe profperitie is apt to coole,by making vs 2./ntharwee 
ſecure,and forgerfuil of our God : therefore it muſt needes Te <ndowed 
follow, that whereſocuer there is ourward abundance, eng 
there is inward leannes and barrenneſle : Plalme 106.1 5, 
Which imputation is hereby proued to be moſt vniuſt. 

1. Both bccauſe the Saints of God haue increaſed out- 


proſperitie, 


ward!y,and thriuen inwardly too ; as, Abraham,Danid,&c, 


2. Thevertue of that promiſe makes hereunto : Thar if 
all things(then ſurely outward bleflings ) ſhall worke to- 
gether for the good of the ele, Rom.$. 29.cſpecially ſce- 
ing the Lord giueth grace to vſe theſe giftsaright. 

I. Andſccing godlineſle hath the promiſe of this life ,,7a.4.8. 
aſwell as of a better; ad the more y Saints partake of the 2 
mercy of God,F more their thankfulnes & obedience doth 
encreaſc; and being knit vnto the Lord with morebonds, 
ſeerg the more they receiue, the more they fcare them- 
{clues, a»d fo by imparting liberally vnto others,doc eaſe 
themſelues of the burthen; and approue their loue vnto 
God,by their vnfained toue vnto his Saints: as bereby they x, why 4.20. 
are more deeply intereſſed iny prayers of the Saints,{o is Gen.zo, 
heauen more inlarged to the increaſe of their loue. The 7 
Lord heares the prayers of the poore, and inlargeth the 8 
hearts of his ſtewards, to loue y God more feruently, that 9 
ſo inablesthe to.comfort others. And ſo being faithful in a 2Cor.1,7.8, 
lictle,they are Rill increaſed : yntill being full of grace and 1% 

D 2 abounding 
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4 44.4 i 


Seethedaily , abounding in eucry good worke,they are made meete pars 

_— = te takers of that glorious inkeritance: 1.Coll.1 2. Matth. 25, 

omapative, r.Cor. Jo 

3. Spir.cuall And may not our ſpirituall wiſedome in auoiding of vn- 

wiſcdom. in neceflarie troubles,expole vs ſometimes to this falſe impu- 

auvoilingof tation that we haue left our firſt loue? 

arm —_ x. Yea ſurely,ifcither by wiſe and modeſt anſveres we. 

vs wich loſe of 2u0id troubles : 

fit loue.. 2. Or by concealing of that trurch, which wee arenoe 
bound in conſcience to diſcouer, we ſo eſcape. 

3. Or by auoiding the rage of our enemies, when our 
time isnot yet come,weare yet freed from troubles by re- 
mouing from ovr habitations. 

4. Or by changing our habits and features we ſo auoid 
the furic of the aduerlarie : if by any of rheſe, through: the 
bleſſing of God wee eſcape ſuch troubles,which others,for 
want of this wiſedome,are ouertaken with ; preſently wee 
are charged with want of zeale ; we are condemned xo be 
lukewarme,to have left our firſt loue : and, &c. 

5. Eſpecially if wee vie our goods, as ameanes to re- 
deeme the bodie from trouble, oh this is cenſtired as y11- 
lawfull ; and fo auoiding troubles as by vnlawfull meanes, 
we are challenged of cowardize, wantof zeale, corrup-= 
tion,&c; 

An impurtation; how vniuſt and vncharitable it is,may 
appeare by theſe circumſtances: 


&ndclecred 1. Becauſe we are not bound to giue an account of our 
from thisiin= faith to eucrypriuate man,but only to the Magiſtrate,and 
- puration. whomſoeuer hath lawfull authoritie to require it at our 


Faith how, and þ,41.4; 2s the Miniſter, and ſuch as haue charge ouer vs. 
t2 whom to be | 
giuen account And that,becauſe | RY : 
os. Hereby they may haue comfort in diſcharge of theirdu- 
1,Tothe Ma- tie,that they haue not laboured in vaine :or, - 
R—_ and _ Mybe humbled in our want of profiting and grow- 
mean ing inknowledge,and ſoencreaſe theirpaines and prayers 
{ for vs, | 
3. They are in Gods ſtead, and in refuſing to giue an 
account ynto the, we deny aud renoiicecuen God bimſelf, 
4. They 
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4. They may be provoked hereby, ts perſeucrance and 


maintenince of the truth, 

5 Thorghtheymult nor be Lords ouer the conſcience, 
to make, or a/ter the eruch, yet they are witneſſes vnto the 
conſcience concerning the trueth, yea they are appron:ers 
and :maintainers thereof, to the comfor: of the belecuer 
and furtherance of his faith. And theretwore, 

Thowgh we giuenot account of our faith either 

1. Tothe ſcorner,that hereby will rake occafion to in- Faith eo whom 
ſuirand blaſpheme our God and hiz Jacred irurh, n..ti0 be giuen 

2. Orto the open enemie, that as he hath no calling to —— 
require,ſo we haue warrant to conceale it,as being bound 
to preſcrue life,and not to caſt pear'es to ſwine, 

3. Or to the ignorant, that defirech not info:mation 
thereby,!c{t wc beate choAire,and 1unne before we are cal- 
led,expoſe our profeſſion o contempr,&c. 

4. Or to the priuate Chrittan, otherwiſe then in a caſe 
of necefſitie on our parts, to remoue a falſe impuration z 
and on his part, to guide him that 1s in darkneſſe, and de- 
fires our helpe. 

Yer doe wwe not herein betray our faith : but rather wiſe- 
ly maintaine the honour, and preſerue che ve:ive thereof, 
both in defending the fame from the reproches of the 
wicked, as alſo in reſeruing the vſe thereof to ir fit ſeaſOn 
and occafion,when our God ſhal be beſt glorified, our pro- 7. 
feſhion iuſtified,, and brethren informed and confirmed 
thereby. And this is, 

I. When we haue an eſpecial calling to witnefle a good 
rofeſſion, as being inwardly fur:iſhed with pifts, and. 
outwardly led foorth by the Spirit, to maintaine the cawle - 
of Chriſt Ieſus our Sauiour. 
The one of theſe we ſhall diſcerne : = 

I. By found knowledge of F cauſe in particular, which Howto diſcern 
we are to make good by whatloeuer ſufferings, forhat our 'Nvard iuthci- 
iudgementsare throughly informed, and fo our conſcien- ——" -=xwg_ 
ces convinced with the trueth, doe finde reſt and comfort gon of taich in - 
therein : Epheſ.2. Phil.r, the tune of* ' 

2 By our ardent loue vnto that truth which wee haue trouble. 
D 3 agorehended, 


r.Phil.27, 


HÞbn 19. 
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I ailcerned. 


apprehended, and heartie deſire that by any our neuer ſo 
great affliction, it may bee glorified inthe hearts of the 
Saints. 

3. By oureſpeciall apprehenſion of Gods ſingular mer- 
cie towards vs,in accounting vs ſo worthie as to make pro- 
fcſſion of that truth, 

4. Hence wee euen long and defire to taſte of that cup 
which the profeſſion of that truth may coſt vs, 

5. Yer fo, asthatour moſt ardent defiresare ſubie&tto 
contrarie buffetings of feare of our owne inabilitie in our 
ſelues : and therefore, 

6. Rather deſiring the grace of the Spirit ſo to cendut 
vs inthe combatr,that Gods cauſe may be honoured in our 
conftancie therein ; then we in any ſort magnihed thereby, 
nay that wee ſhall haue in reſpect of the fleſh,any good if- 
ſue out of them,howſoeuer we haue many gratious promi- 
ſes, yea likelihoods for the ſame, 

7. And therefore ſimply ſubmitting our ſelues to the 
will of our gratious Father, rather to yndergo any the moſt 
grieuous extremitie, then the leaſt diſparagement may re- 
dound ynto his glorious truth. 

8. Finding inour ſelues a gratious contentment in our 
God,arifing vpon long experience of the deceitfulnefle of 
the world,and faithfulnes of our gratious Father : and, 

9. Sodiſcerning in our {clues a readines to death,as be- 
ing prepared thereto by daily mortification,andexpericnce 
of our ſweete ſocietie with our bleſſed God: | 

Io. As that withall wee eſpecially for this end defire 
life, euen to witnefle a good cofeſfion, and giue glorie 
vnto our God, in auouching and ſealing vp his eternall 
truth, with our momentanie ſufferings. To this end, 

11. Finding in our ſelues an abiliric of faith, relying ra- 
ther on Gods promiſe to guide vs with his counſell, then 
our owne experience,to wade thorow the affliction. 

Thus may we diſcerne inward ſufficiencie to make pro- 
feſſion of our faith. | 

And for outward calling, and leading forth by the Spi- 
rit thereunto,thereare theſe markes of it ; = 

. | irſt, 


a, 
—— 


come, 


YPhey and how we may be ſilent in our profeſſion. 23- 


Firſt,in reſpeR of vs :asthar, 
1. We haue alreadie publiſhed and declared that truth 


iuſtifie the ſame. wy 

2. Arealſo prouoked by our people, that haue depen- 
ded onys, to make good the ſame for the eſtabliſhing of 
their faith ; leſt our ſuppreſſing, or deniall, may ſhake, and 
make ſhipwrack thereof. 

3. Areeſpecially called thereto by the Magiſtrate, who 
may require a reaſon thereof, and forced by the gainſay. 
ings of the enemie,to defend the ſame, 

Secondly,in reſpeR of the truth. And that, | 

f, When it is openly reſiſted and gaineſaid of a per- 
ww generftion, not onely privately and indireQly ; and 
when | 

2. By the ſuppreſſing thereof the glorie of our God is 
neceſſarily impeached, the power of religion vadermi- 
ned,&c, otherwiſe in matters 

I. Ofdifference,which reach not thus farre, we may be 


filet, reſptRins# the peace of the Church, and dealing ra- Whereia we 
ther with our God inprayer for the reformation of ſuch 237 befilent, 


breaches, arid by all priuate and peaceable meanes, rather 
enduring an inconuenience or couering an infirmitie,then 
by any publike oppoſition, making a rent and diuifion in 
the Church of God : 

2. Asalſo, ifour perſons rather in malice are aimedart, 
then the truth oppugned, we may auoide the rage, by fly. 
ing,concealing, &c. 

3. Atleaſtwiſe, though we be not altogether ſilent: yer 
ſo fatre we may conceale thetruth: 1. Asit is not deman« 
ded :.' 2. And may fatisfie the honeſt purpoſe of the Que- 
ſtioner: 3. Yea, may happily, by ſtumbling of him, and 
eurnifig his edge vpon another; ſo thereby diuert his ma- 
licefrom our {elues. So did our Sauiourput the Pharifies 
and Sadduces together,and thereby eſcaped. So did he for 
atime goe aſide, and walked no more openly, neither 70h. z, 
committed himſelfe ynto them, becauſe his time was not 


Nay,. 


and ſo now much more (it being called in queſtion) are to — qt 


Pr | 
mY avoid his hatred,and lo pronouncing the wrath of God a- ; 
gaiſt him, in yeeiding him vpto kis owne Jults ; as that 
he may blefle his (Coule rn this fearfull hbertie,and wee by 
thi- wiſedoine may maintaine our holy libertie. On that | 
we were wiie toconlider of cheſe things,and ro whom the | 
arme of the Lord ſhall reucale them. For the waies of the 
Of 14. Lord are righteous, and the iuſt ſhall walke in them, but 
the wicked ſhall fall therein. 
Names and As for the changing of our features and habits for a 
babirs whe her time, to auoid vnneceſſarie trouble herein,I rake it, wee 
e'cy may yy may thus farce be juſtified, As though 
_y_ mY 1. Notto change our names. And that becauſe they 
are of a diuine inſtiution, as we'l as ciuill, impoſed not 
only to make ditinction of our perſons from others,but to 
Name«norto Þe witneſles & pledges of ourprofefſion,and both memo- * 
bechanged, rials of Gods former mercies towards vs, as allo euidences 
of Gods currlaſting coucnant with vs, tobe our protector 4 
andpreſeruer for cucr, And therfore not to be denied if we Y 


24 Spiritaall wiſedome in gizing teflimony of our faith, 
Nay,may wee not ſhape ſuchan anſwere to our aduerſa- 
rie, not oncly to conceale part of trueth, as Same! did, 
x.Sam.16. but cueato giue vp the wicked to their owne 
counſels, that will not obey the truth ; bidding them hy 
vpand _"_ Mecchaah did, 2.King.22? yea in an ho- 3 
lie dirifion, vpbraiding their carnall confidence :Reioyce 
oh young man, and take thy fijl? Eccl.11. And leeing they 
will not be reclaimed, and hate to be reformed ; may not 
the prudent keepe filence in ſuch euill times? 2,Chron.,z, 
Amos5. Or foonly ſpeake, as to leaue the incorrigible to 
their luſts,ceafing to rebuke a ſcorner, that we may wiſely 
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be demanded the ſame,lett thercin we denie our faith: nei- 
ther to be changed, becante our profeſſion mult not bee 
changed, Eſpecially ſeeing by deviall, or changing, wee 
ſhali nor onely not advantage our ſeluesto the ching wee 
42tend : naincly,not to be knowne, ſeeing by other markes 
of proportion,or complexion, wee may be bewraied :but 
being diſcouered, we ſhal hereby adde vato our affli lion, 
not only being iuſtly exempred out of Godsprotection, by. 
rcieting the badge thereof, our names, bur expoſed af 
the 


UM 


| 


VP but chanee allowed in time of perſecution.” 25 

the rather to the rage of man,as being tainted hereby with 
diſſimulation,&c. 

Adde we hereunto, that not only we haue not any preſi- Avraham 
dentin the ſcripture forthe like in this caſe, bur alſo this PIme changed 
changing of names is praQtiſed by ſuch as, eitherin their ppt ? 
iudgements, or liues, or both, deny the Lord that hath was gone by 
bought them,namely,Icſuites,Seminaries, Theeues, Coſo- God,and the 
necs,&c. - © | | calc different, 

For our feature, ſo farre as that may be altered by chan- Feauure. 
ging the faſhion of the haire, beard, &c. this being but ci- 
uill,and differing according to the diuers guiſe of cach na= 
tion,ſo no painting or diſtiguring, abhorring to nature, or 
denicd by civilitie, and el gion, bee addeT - Iſeenotbut 
this libertie may be vied,ina caſe of necefſitic, for the pre- 
ſeruation of life : ſo it ſtand with our callings, and tend to 
Gods glorie. | 

The like we may determine concerning change of ap- Apparcllmay 
parell,as being a ciuill thing,and therefore both ſubie& ro Þ* changed. 
arcligious end, the preſeruation of life with a good con. 
ſcience,and alſo ſubje& to change,according tothe diuers 
guilc of nations, callings, condition, and occaſion, of pro= 

peritie,or aduerfitie, keeping our ſclues within the bounds 
of our Chriſtian libertie , becomming all vnto all; as, to 
winne others, ſo to preſerue our ſelues for their good; as x,Phit, 
molt defirous tobe with Chriſt, which is the beſt of all, and 
yet readie to follow the Lord in any good occaſion, for the 
preſeruation of life to benefit the Saints,and make ſure our 
owne cleCtion: prouided that we, 1. keep our ſclues with- 
inthe compaſle of our religious and ciuill callings. 
© 2. That we change not that which is vſuall tothe other Dexe. 22, 
X. 
.3« Thatwedenynotour profeſſion,ifthis meanes will 
not conceale ys, being demanded particularly. | 
'4- That wee {imply intend, in our preſeruation, Gods 
olorie,for the benefitting of others. _ | 
| Afourth occaſion of this falſe imputation that we haue * c_ = 
lefr our firſt loue, is. our diſcretion: in reprouing for ſinne, ye 0+ Foiricuall 
When cither we ceaſe to reprooue ſcorners, although our wiſdom inre- 
4 = - ſoules prouing tor fin. 


26 Occaſions of challenging the loſſeof firſt lone vemoued, | 


ſoules doe not ceaſe to weep in ſecret for th&,andour con- 
trary conuerſation isa couiCtion of the: or reprone priuat- 
ly,& generally,if in publike,making difference of perſons 
in regard of their calling and qualitic of their finne, ſaving 
ſome with fcare,and yerrailing vp others with the ſpirit of 
meeknes,Gal.6.1 &c, 
x. Which imputation how vniuſt itis, may appeare by 
the ru!cs ofthe holy Ghoſt: 1.Tim.5.1, Mar.19. And alfo, 
2. By the praQtize of the Saints : Nathan, 2.Sam. 12. 
Pu! : Compare the praQtize in reproouing the Church of | 
Corinth, firlt epiſtle and 1 1.chap. and the Church of Galar, 
3.chap. but aboucall,the praQtze of our Sauiour is peere- | 
lefle, in his different reproofe of the Scribes and Phariſies : | 
Mart. 2 3.Luk.11. and of his Diſciples, Mat.8, Mat. 26.27, | 
Afifthocca- A fifth occaſion of this vniuſt challenge that wee may 
hon,s 2ut Joſe our firſt loue,is, when the hand of God lying heauily | 
wr 16s, YPON VS in ſome outward emptying, becauſe our eſtate is 
E ' decaied outwardly, therfore the world concludes a decay Pp, 
within : eſpecially, if wee ſurceaſe in a meaſure ſuch-dutics F 
of charitie, whercin,before when our cup ouerflowed,we | 
abounded,towards others : which by this may appeare to 
be moſt vnrighteous; becauſe it is the purpoſe of the heart b- 
2.C07.8,12.13- which God reſpeRs, which may bee no lefle open to our | 
brother, though our purſe be ſtraitned, yea being ſcan- | 
red of this outward deugtion,may be more hum, | in ſpi- | 
rituallalmes to procure mercie for the ſoule, and content= 
ment inalleſtates: Ac, 3.6, | | 
Aſriheces: - A fixth occaſion there is alſo of this falſe imputation, | 
hongztnc2- when wee reCtific our.charitie by wiſedome to our Telues, 
_— _ ſo diliriburing to others as that we prouide for our owne, 
aq leſt we be worſe then infidels, and ſolouing our neighbor 
LTim.s. asthat we proue not cruell to our ſelues; fo dividing to 0+ 
thers that we preferre the houſchold of faith, Galat.6.r0. 
both doing the beſt good, and, as we may;continue & hold 
out longeſt thercin, For which, ſecing wee hane the ware. 
rant of the holy Ghoſt, as wee ought to auoide all appea- 
rance of this cuill by moderation, in our procuring and s 
viage of theſe things: {9 neede wee not feare hereby*any 7 ht 
cooling 'S 


UN 


—_—__ 


HY) 


- Abuſe of Chriflian lzvertte how an occaſon,erc. 27 
cooling of our loue, Only make wee this vſe of this yniuſt 
imputation, as to ſuſpect our ſelues in regard of our carnall 
loue,and totrie our abiding in the loue of God,by ſuch a 
loue vnto our ſclues, as may prouide for thefleſh, to the 
humbling and mortifying of the ſame, as may further our 
ſclues and others tothoſe durable riches, which are at the 
righthand of our God for euermore, 

Laftfy,wee may be falſely charged to haue left our firſt A ſeuenth oc. 
loue: cafton io this 

When encreaſing in knowledge of our right in Teſus ou chal- 
Chrift,and from him intheſe outward things wee take li- jy, tug one 
bertic for the vſe of ſome things,(which before we refrai- 61K !our, is the 
ned,as being either not informed, or not throughly reſol- vic of our chri- 
ucd concerning them) either becauſe they are indifferent, ſtian lbercie in 
and fo are all ours in Chriſt, and being fanRtified by the (205 —— 

word and prayer may be lawfully vſed, ſeeing to the pure _1@ 10. 
all chings are pure. Orelſe being timply good, are now of Rew, 14, 

conicience to be embraced,and cheerefully pratized,thar !.Cor.3, 
they may further vsto the chiefeft good. Which how falſe 7:7#%.4: 

an imputation it is,ſceing the rules of the Word, and pra- Oy 

Riſe of the Saints haue mace good : 1.Cor.g. Galat.2.8c. 

Therefore let vs feare the cooling of our loue,in the vie of 

this libertie, ſo that our conſciences bee perſwaded and 

practize warranted by theſe rules : namely,firſt, | 

I. That the meanes of our encreaſe in knowledge bee —_ vie 

the word of truth,not the authoritie of man. _ _ 4 

2+ That wee be able to difcerne betweene things that ys <a G 
differ : not ſtumbling at cuill chings,vnder the pretence of 2hil.1,g, 
indifferencie; nor ſubie&ing;things ſimply good, to the 

nature of things indifferent,making the neceſlarie worſhip 

of God, a matter of indifferencie, as the preaching of the 

Goſpell,catechizing,faſting,8cc.yea,thruſting out the ſub- 

ſtance ofholinefle [2 the complanent thereof. That as we 

deſpiſe not order, fo it further true deuotion : ſo-we reſt nor 

in the outfide,and make an.idol of bodily feruice:Rom.14. 

- .Phil.g. I'O.: SEP 

- 3+ Thatinthisliberty we offend not our Chriſtian bro- | 

cher ; neither the Magiſtrate,by refufing whar he lawfully 

E 3 impoſcth, 


23 WV ant of feeling of former foy and comfort, whether 
Row 13s impoſeth; nor the weake brother,by not informing him in 
the true yſe of theſe things ; orvſing what may iuſtly giue 
occaſion,cither of doubting in faith, or corruption in life: 
2.Cor.8. Rom. r4. * h 
4. That herein alſo we not only auoid-what may hurt, 
but in all ſpirituall wiſedome doe that which may further 
to the beſt good,cuen the faluation of the ſoule : r.Cor.g, 
5. Andallthis tothe only praiſe of our glorious God, 
through Ieſus Chriſt: 1.Cor.10.31. | 
Thus may wee bee falſely charged to haue left our firſt 
loue,and thus may we be eſtabliſhed againli theſe falſe im» 
putations. 
8.Whether | - But ſay, what others faſten vpon me, that I feare in my 
want of fee- ſe\fe.I feele not that-ioy and inward comfort I ſometimes 
ling = former 1,14: theſe oucrflowings, and extraordinaric ſweetnefle, 
comforts may joe oe ; 
be a iuſt impu- though faint after them, and refreſh my ſoule with the 
ration tharwe meditation thereof, yet I finde them not ſo abound and 
bave lefrout- xunne ouer, as in formertimes : may I not hereby conic- 
bftlow.  -* Eurethar Thaueloſtmy firſtloue? ' 
Surely the Lord giue thee wiſedome hercin,that thou 
doeſt not wrong thine owne heart, and preiudice the wiſe- 
dome and mercie of thy God, 

x Remember that chouliueſt by faith, and notby ſenſe: 
2.Cor.3.7. though thou ſeeft no outward meanes, yet thy 
faith will aſſure thee that God is able and wi!l prouide him 

Gods proui- a facrifice,Geneſ.22. Yea though thou haſt no inward fee- 
_— ciicoute- ling of comfort, yer ſhalt thou truſt in God, euen though 
wp "=. - he kill thee, 4d thisistheviftorie of thy.faith, cuen to 
3oTS+ ? - EL . .. . 
2 belecue aboue feeling :thus is thy faith perfited;enen lay- 
Keb,11.1, ing hold on things not ſecne, when it is deprived of the 
| 3 ſenſe of things paſt, and preſent. ef:d may:not thy God 
: withdraw theſe comforts from thee, for the further triall 
| of thy faith, and loue ynto his. Maieſtie; that though thou 
want that comfort which heretofore thou haſt had, yet till 
thow-cantt: giue glorie vnto thy God in beleeuing his 
F&ang inlarge thy loue vnto his Maieſtie,cuen when he 


Row.-4.20, 


ny 
4. ſeemes tohaue forſaken thee? Ad canſt thou haue a bet- 
'tertriall of the payer andpurenes of thy faith, then =— 

"$444k pO OpE 
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hope to belecue vnder hope in the promiſes of thy God, 
ſubieRing thy chiefeſt good vnto the glorie of God ? and 
through want of preſent ſenſe being guided to forget 
what thou haſt enioyed, left through ſpirituall pride thou 
mighteſt reſt therein,and rob God of his glorie, thoudoeſt 
the rather make haſte tothat which is before,by the power 
of thy faith ſeeing a farre off, yea laying faſt hold on eter- 
nall life by renuing thy firength in Tefus Chriſt? eArd is 
not the Lord herein wonderful, that by withdrawing ſenfe 
of preſent ioy,he both purgeth vs of ſuch euils as may cor- 
rupt the ſame, namely, ſpituall pride and ſecuritie, and 
alſo cauſeth vs hereby ro lay faſter hold on Ieſus Chriſt, 
who onely muſtperfit the worke that is begun in vs? And 6 
canſt thou expreſſe thy loue in greater meaſure vnto thy 
God,then to love him then, when hee ſeemes to haue for- 
faken thee ? then ro follow after him when hee ſeemes 
'torunnefrom thee? dath not this aduance the finceritie 
of thy loue? doth not'this exceedingly approue thy con- 
formitie to thy Sauiour, thatas hee was contented to be a- 
baſed in himſelf, yea to become of no reputation, thatthou 
-mailt be accepted; fo thou art contented to be emptied, 
that Cod may be glorified, thou canſt willingly want pre- 
ſent comfort, that thy God may haue vnfained wal 
When now,not {o much for thine owne ſake,as for his glo- 


P , Rom.g, 


rie,thou doeſt belecue in him, when though he kill thee, 7obrz.rg, 


yer thou wilt truſt in him? 4d canſt thou be aloſer where 7 
the Lordis ſuch a gainer by thee? canſ{t thou leaue thyloue 
when the Lord doth purpoſe to tric the ſoundnes of it ; 
whenthe Lord prouoketh thee to live by faith ; when by 
the power of faith hee will thus enable thce to lay hold of 
etcrnall life? 
Surely as thisis the life of faith to exceed preſent ſenſe; 

fo this want of prefent comfort thus conceiued, and ap- 


plied,ſhall be both a meanesto enable theeto make ber= Note. . 


ter vie of ſuch ioy, when the Lord ſhall againe-turne his 
countenance vpon thee : and-in the meane time minifter 
exceeding comfort: vnto thy ſoule, that thou doeft con= 
Rantly belccuc in, and vafainedly loue the Lord thy God. 
Et E 3 And 
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Want of feeling of former ioy and comfort. 


And therefore doubt not herein of any decay of thy loue 
ynto thy God, becauſe the Lord in his wiſedome, for thy 
trial, withdrawes the preſent pledges of his loue from thee, 
For neither couldeſt thou endure ar all, inthy ſenſc of this 
want of preſent comfort, if thy God did not ſecretly vp - 
hold thee with inward and vnſpeakeable confolations. 
Ard in that thou diſcerneſt want of ioy, it is not ſo much 
becauſe thou wanteſt that which thou haſt had, as that by 
faith thou apprehendeſt that vnſpeakable ioy which thou 
haſt not : which that it doth euacuate and emptie thee of 
ſenſe of preſent c6fort,it is no more marucll,then that the 
glorious lighr of the Sunne ſhould obſcure the light of a 
candle, or that a drop ſhould nat be diſcerned being caſt 
into the maine Ocean, 

Onely for thy full fatisfaCtion herein,examine thy heart 

4n this caſe,by theſe rules : 

Firſt, that thou haſt not giuen thy God iuſt occaſion to 

withdraw theſe comforts from thee : either, 

1. Bynotprizing them bighly and inualuabſy : 

2. Orby not being throughly humbled with the: elſe, 

3- Through beholding of the Sun when it ſhincd thou 
waſt dazled,and puffed vp therewith. 

4+ And ſo didft not.imploy them to the beſt vſe of thy 
Maſter,aduancing his glorie,and to y goodof thy brother, 

5. Either thou did{t meaſure the infinite loue of thy 
God by them,and ſo didſt overrate theſe comforts. 

6. Or elſe thou didſt corrupt them by mingling them 
with the fleſh,and making them ſerue the luſts thereof, 

7. Either thou concciued(t baſely of the meanes, that 
conuaied theſe comforts vnto thee, namely, the miniſterie 
of the word, dreaming of reuclations and cxtraordinarie 
meanes, 

8. Orelfe bcing oucrioyed with theſe comforts, thou 
becameſt preſumptuovus and idle, negleRing thy calling 
which God hath appointed to humble thee,and thereby to 
fit thee to ym comforts. 

Secondly, examine thy ffeftions in the want of theſe 
prefent comforts, | 

1. Thas 


— 
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x. That thou cſtceme notthy caſe deſperate for want of 
them. Neither, | 

2, Be ſO contented with this diſpenſation of thy God, 
bur that ir reioyceth thee vnfainedly to remember what 
thou haſt fclt,and | 

3- Thou docſt vnfainedly mourne for the want of this 
gracious aſpeR,and withall , 

4. Doelt vnfainedly hunger after the returhe, and in- 
creale thereof, And to this end 

5- Doeſt vie conſcionably, and reioyce in, the meanes 
of the preaching of the Golpell, and effeQuall prayer fer 
the recouerie of the ſame : Cant.1 & 5. 

6. Yea doelt Jabour to conferre with the Saints, and 
holy ones, making triall of their feelings,\and quickning 
thereby thy dulnes,by prouoking their prayers,&c. 

7. And waiteſt patiently the leiſure of thy God, for the 
returne of comfort, as may ſtand with his glorie, reſoluing 
thy ſe!fe,that his grace is ſufficient for thee. 

Thus if thou art reſolued in thy iudgement, and art thus 
eſtabliſhed in thy affections, ; 

The Jefle thou feeleſt the loue of thy God, the more is 
the triall of thy loue towards him; and the more hee tries 
thy loue,the more is his loue towards thee, and therefore 
thy loue to him muſt needs be enlarged : which thou doeſt 
expreſſe by thy faith, in beleeuing beyond thy feeling, and. 
hereby giuing gloric vnto God, thou doeſt grow in his fa- 
uour ; by the porver whereof, thou art encrealedin his obes 
dience, and ſo followeſt hard after the marke;to obtaine 
that crowne of glorie. 

If yer thou art doubtfull of thy abiding in loue:As thou: 
miſt decay; ſo thou art icalous of thy ſelfe herein: 


I ſay vnto thee, Bleſſed is the man thar feareth alwaies. ,, as, 
And thar thou maiſt be reſolued, whether thou art de- yz, o know 
caied or no, obſerue for thy triall theſe markes'thereof:: wherterwe 


which are apparent ſympromes of the leauing of our firſt _ _ 


loue. 


1. Know thou that if thou haſt loſt that peace of con- Þy theſe 
© ſcience, whereby thouwalt wont to come. with boldnes markes, 


into. 


33 — Marker andſ[pnepromes of leaumy firſt 10ue:. 
into the preſence of thy God, and powre. out thy ſoulein 
ſtrong cries and teares ynto thy God, and ſo canſt nor pray: 
with that cuidence, as in former times, with that patience 
and conſtancie ouercomming thy God. 
2, If thou groweſt fearfull of troubles, and vicſt carnall 
policic to prelQnt then.” | 
. Ifthou groweſt worldly,and couetous, withdrawing 
thy hand from the neceſlities of thy brother, and negle- 
Eting the occaſions of charitie, &c. 
* 4. If thou groweſt negligent in hearing of the word, 
contenting thy ſelfe either with none, or an vneffeRuall 
Miniſterie, | 
5. If thou canſt diſpenſe with thy felfe in vaine ſports 
and recreations, gaming, vaine talke,&c. whereof hercto- 
fore thou madeſt ſome conſcience, waſting thy time and 
wit inthem, | 
- 6. If thoucanſt frame to all companies,and temporize 
with each, as preſuming vpon thy protection, from thy 
Chriſtian calling -Epheſ F.Is 


7. If thou art afraid of death, and negleReſt the daily 
and conſtant examination of thy waies, and holic duties 
in priuate,vnto thy God. 

8. Ifthou canſt fo ioyin theſe carthly things,as either 
not to feele a lothſomneſle in them, or not to vie them ay 
fparkes toencreaſe the fire of thy ſpirituall ioy. _--,- +» 

9. If thou meaſureſt the —_— of the life to come 

e 


by that ſenſe, which for the preſent thou haſt thereof; thou 
_ notliue by faith, and therefore thou haſt left thy firſt 
oue. 
* And forthy comfort obſerue herein an eſpeciall mercie 
of thy God,that there will follow this loſle of loue: 
Sympromes I. Inward trouble of conſcience, which will giue thee 
tt the no reſttill thou haſt reſolued thy caſe with God,and reco- 
Elo. our uered:Pſal.6.38,8:c. A 
; 2. Some outward ſenſible ſtripe either in thy goods, 
perfon,children; to open thine eyes the better, and bring . 
thee to repentance: Iob 33.15,16, 
*:3- Nowthe world will not faile to flatter thee,and as it 
PE» were 


T he connerts firſt loue how reconered. 33 
wereto ownethee; that ſothou maiſt ſulpeRthy lelfethe 
rather. 

4- And yet that thou maiſt diſcernetheworlds love, . 
thou ſhalt not- want ſome mocke and reproch, tocaſt the 
durtof thy decay in thy facc, that ſo thou maiſt bec aſha» 
medand confounded in this decay. 

5. And happily thou maiſt be giuen vp to ſome groſſe 
Gnne, the more to diſcredit thee with the world, that ſo 
thou maiſt not be corrupted with the flattery thereof, 

And thereforcthus thou mailt recoucr out of this de« 
Cay: 


1. Reſt ypon the promiſes of thy God,that thou ſhalt Howte reco- 
recouer, and thy latter end ſhall bee better then the be- uer fiſt loue.. 


ginning. 

2. Meditate on the former experience of the ioy of 
the ſpirit, that ſo thou mailt pretſe the Lord from his. 
wonted mercics : Plal.77. 1.Sam.17. 

3. Conſider the mecancs that the Lord vſed to plant 
this ioy and louc in thy heart, and by the ſame know,that 
he will renue this worke, and therefore at no hand be drie. 
uen from the meanes : Cant.r. Cant.4.e. 

. Reſolue that thy former eſtate was better then now: 
O[.2.8.9.andtherfore returne to thy firlt love againe,that 
{o the Lord may renue and increaſethy loue vnto him, 

5. Acquaintthe experienced ſoulajer with this thy cltate, 
that ſo he may be a mcanesto quicken thee againe. 

6. Giue wee not ouer our purſuit ofchel comforts :: 
ſpare we no paines':thinke we all time toolittle : impoſe 
wecxtraordinaricafflitions, as faſting, and ſo groning 
vnder the burden, and deteſting our (clues : giue wee the 
Lord no re{}, till he hath returned tohis reſt, and recoue- 
rcd our decaics: Cantic.s; 

To this end vic we the meanes before ſet downe to re» 
couer from Apoitalic, | 
And be we comforted, that we ſhallnotlofe, though we 
haue left this love, 
And this is the laſt le{on to bee abſerucd out of this - 
Scripture; Namely, , | 
RTE: B That: 


Dett 7. 
Thic Saints 
ſh2ll nocloſe 


Reaſon i, 
Oſe.z.1 9. 


Eſa 49. 
Eſa.z7. 


Wee. 


34 Theronuert ſhalnot fully loſe his firſt Tone: 


That che Saints ſhall not loſe, though they leaue their 
ficſt louc : Luk.11. Plal.g2. 2.Tim.4. 19. 
1. Bccauſc the Lord hath promiſed to continue his 


theirh.ſtiouce 1 etowards them : loh.13.1.Ioh.17, 


3. Thciraftliftions doe tend to their perſeuerance, as 
purging out their ſinnes: Efay 1.25, 

3- Their ſinsturne to their continuance in grace: 1.as 
makingthem afraid of finne: 2. and more expert to con- 
quer the ſame: 3.more fit for grace,by makingthem more 
humble, and hungry after it: 4.more mercifull to others, 
and therefore moouing the Lord to haue more compaſii- 
on on them. | 

4. Their Sauiourliueth and triumpheth,to make them 
morethen conquerours:Rom.$.36.37. Ioh.12.32. 

5. Theſpirit and word ſhall abide in them to hold them 
ON in gracc. 
And therefore 
I. This condemneth the blaſphemie of Papiſts, who 
teach that the Saints may fall finally, and therein doc im« 
peach the powerandfaithfulnetle of God. 

2, It checketh the inſolencic of the wicked that reioice 
atthefals of the Saints, and inſult ouerthem, ſecing that 
though they fall,thcy ſhall riſe againce: Mich. 7.9. 

3- As allo it reprooueth the infidelity of the Saints, 
who doubt of their recouery,and wrong thefaithfulneile 
of God, and power oftheirfaith, greeuethe bletTed ſpirit, 
and deny ina ſort the merit of Chriſt. 

4. Heereis firſt fortheworld to iuſtific Gods faithful- 
nelle, ſeeing he dothnotforſakeforcuer ; Lam. 3.24.25. 

5. Hecre the Saints arele(Toned, as to feare their falles, 
and not toſinnevpon preſumption ofrecoueric ; ſo not 
to diſtruſt of Gods mercicin their greateſt failings, ſecing 
the Lord is faithfull, and they ſhall recouer, though not 
ſo forcible a meaſure as before they had, yet ſufficient to 
theenioying of that happineſſe that the Lord Icſus hath 


purchaſed for them. To this end, for the further ſatisfy- 


ingand comfarting of the conſcicuce, obſerue wee thele 
two things: 
Firſt 


The true conuert ſhall not fully loſe his firſt lone. 2 5 


Firſt, thatit is one thing to [eaue our firit loue, andto 
be luke-warme, neither hotnor cold. 

2, That there is great oddes betweene leaving our firſt 
louc, andloſing it altogether : we may leaue, in regard of 
a former meaſure, and yet hold a true grainewhich ſhall 
cleerevs of luke-warmnefle: and though we leauea mea- 
ſure, yet weeloſe notall, becauſe theleaſt remainingwill 
bea meanesto recouer againe, if not ſo much as we haue 
had, yetſo much as ſhall ſcrue both to keepe from finall 
apoltalic, and further tocternall glory, 

6. And therefore heere is matter of exceeding conſo= 
lation to the ele of God, not to truſt their owne vabe- 
lecuing hearts, muchictle Satans ics ; but to reſt onthe 
faithfulneſle of God, not iudging themſclues by what 
they arcin their decay, but by what they were in their firlt 
loue : and lo preſling the Lord in his faithfulneſſe, and 
their former experience, they ſhall bee ypheld in their 
greateſt failings, by aſecret power; and in good time the 
Lord will appearevnto them to bring foorth theirrigh- 


tcouſneſſeas the light, and their weldoing as the noone pſe/.z75;s; 
day, that ſo theirlatter end may be better then their be- Lyk.ta, 


ginuing. 


Glory be to the Lord Teſws. 


